














Faculty News

HUNTER CC

In Print and On The Air (continued)

In an article titled “U.S. checks Egyptian prisons for terrorist escapes;
the Washington Times (February 10) quoted Joanne Mariner
(Human Rights Program), who said that Egypt's prisons were
“notorious incubators for al Qaeda." Mariner, director of Hunter's
newly inaugurated Human Rights Program at Roosevelt House,
formerly worked at Human Rights Watch, most recently as the
director of the organization’s Terrorism and Counterterrorism
Program.

Jeffrey Mongrain (Art) is quoted in an article in the February/
March 2011 issue of American Craft Magazine that asks “What's
the Best-Crafted Element of Nature?” Mongrain's answer is that
“Water makes up over 70 percent of the world and 70 percent of
us, adding: “It is the only substance found naturally on the earth
in three ever-changing forms: liquid, solid and vapor.... All nature
is defined at least in part by its engagement with water”

The political newsletter Counter Punch (January 21) featured an
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Troubles or No,
the Suits Get
Made

Disaster in New Orleans jeopardized the
future of the Mardi Gras Indians and

NEW YORK (CBS 2) — In this Eye on New York segment, CBS 2's Dana Tyler
speaks with fitness expert Charles Stuart Platkin about the keys to getting fit in
the new year.

CRAFT IN ACTION E

By Hook or by
Crook C
Ahuge installation of Ever

in-depth article by Rupal Oza (Women and Gender Studies; Geography) =
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Against Us! In her article, Oza, who is director of Hunter's Women e
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ambiticus structural adjustment package that was introduced last year.

public cases in which members of prominent human rights Sy i
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were supporting what they have termed ‘misogynist individuals with
jihadist leanings.”

On January 2, Charles Stuart Platkin (Public Health) appeared
as a guest on the WCBS show “Eye on New York;" where he spoke
about keys to getting fit in the New Year. Among his tips, he
suggested that the would-be-healthy determine the connections
between healthful behaviors and their ultimate goals, plan their
behaviors, and realize that “willpower” is not the key to success.

In an article titled “Spring-Loaded Heels Gave Extra Step to Early
Humans” in the February edition of Wired Science, Herman
Pontzer (Anthropology) is quoted as saying that a recent study
“provides a new line of evidence that Neandertals were not as
adept at long-distance running as modern humans were.” Pontzer
goes on to discuss why modern humans—Homo sapiens—evolved
to run farther than Neandertals, noting that the answer is unclear
since no heel fossils of other Homo species have been unearthed.
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In Print and On The Air (continued)

An article on the New York City budget in Crain’s New York Busi-
ness on January 19 quotes Kenneth Sherrill (Political Science),
who predicts that “There are going to be cuts and there are going
to be painful cuts” in the city’s budget.

Department chair Charles Tien (Political Science) was the author
of a news quiz about the 112th Congress in the “Education Life”
supplement to The New York Times on Sunday, January 9. The
quiz, an interactive feature, keeps a running tally of your successes
(or failures). Here's the link: http://www.nytimes.com/interac-
tive/2011/01/09/education/edlife/20110109-edlife-quiz.html
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In Memoriam

Professor Emeritus Francis Conant

We are saddened to report that Professor Emeritus Francis
Conant, a widely esteemed anthropologist and member of
the Hunter faculty from 1962 until he retired in 1995, died
on January 29 at the age of 84. A decorated veteran of
World War I, following the war he worked as a journalist and
later studied English, Russian, and engineering at Cornell
and anthropology at Columbia, where he obtained his PhD
in 1968. Most of Conant’s research was in Nigeria and in
East Africa. He pioneered the use of satellite imagery, re-
mote sensing, GIS and GPS technologies in on-the-ground
social science research. As a teacher, he strongly encour-
aged the study of sex and gender and published widely on
these issues well before women'’s studies became part of
the mainstream. In the 1980s and 1990s he published
extensively on how to evaluate HIV-AIDS data from Africa
and on cultural factors in the AIDS epidemic.

Carol Weir

We note with sorrow that Carol Weir, an adjunct assistant
professor in the English Department from 2000 through
2010, died on January 8th. She taught Expository Writing
and Introduction to Literature as well as Immigrant Literature
and Jewish-American Literature. Those who knew her re-
member her as a dynamic, inspiring teacher and how much
she loved Hunter students.
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