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WELCOME

Welcome to a unit which invites you to think about Australia and – implicitly – about your own society by comparison. We
find that students enjoy Australia Today as they are excited by the subject matter, by the variety of staff expertise, by the mix
of class work, reading and an excursion and by the range of exchange and international students.
 
AIX290 Australia Today: An Introduction to Australia is a Faculty of Arts and Education unit. It is open only to exchange and
international students. As a single semester, one credit point unit, with no prerequisites, it is available as a second or third
level elective across the University.
 
It aims to provide students with an introduction to key issues facing Australians today, offering a historical perspective as well
as a contemporary analysis of them. Through classes, videos, key readings, excursions into the field and discussions in
seminars, the unit will cover a range of topics to give a cultural orientation and good understanding of Australian culture,
history, economics and place in the world. It is supported by the excellent resources of the Deakin Library.
 
This Unit Guide explains the aims of the unit, and outlines assessment requirements. You should always read this Unit Guide
first and check it frequently when preparing to study or embarking on assignment work.

This Unit Guide provides you with the key information about this Unit.  For the best chance of success, you should read it
very carefully and refer to it frequently throughout the trimester. Your Unit site (accessed in DeakinSync) also provides
information about your rights and responsibilities - we will assume you have read this before the Unit commences, and we
expect you to refer to it throughout the trimester.

WHO IS THE UNIT TEAM?

Unit chair: leads the teaching team and is responsible for overall delivery of this unit

Trimester 1: Sarah Pinto
Trimester 3: Matthew Richards

Unit chair details

Campus:  Office D4.14, Melbourne Burwood

Email: matthew.richards@deakin.edu.au 
 

Administrative queries

If you need help with any aspect of your life at Deakin, you can:

Contact your Unit Chair or Campus Leader●

Speak to a Student/Course Advisor●

Drop in or contact Student Central●

Ask Watson (accessed in DeakinSync and your CloudDeakin unit sites)●

Visit the Division of Student Life●

ABOUT THIS UNIT

mailto:geoffrey.robinson@deakin.edu.au
http://www.deakin.edu.au/students/help/student-central
http://www.deakin.edu.au/deakinsync/
http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/administrative-divisions/student-life
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The unit studies current debates, issues and concerns in the understanding of contemporary Australian society and culture. It
focuses on the interests of international students who need skills and understandings for work and study in Australia.
Through an introduction to the key issues facing Australians today, the unit aims to develop students' skills for working and
communicating in the international context; locate Australia in various global contexts, within the British Empire, Asia, the
global economy, politics and international relations; and take an international perspective on diversity and difference in
Australian culture and society, through a range of studies of popular culture, sport, settlement, landscape and people.

Unit development in response to student feedback

Every trimester, we ask students to tell us, through eVALUate, what helped and hindered their learning in each unit. You are
strongly encouraged to provide constructive feedback for this unit when eVALUate opens (you will be emailed a link).

In previous versions of this unit, students have made suggestions for improvement, and so we have: simplified the seminar
materials, and updated some weekly topics.

If you have any concerns about the unit during the trimester that cannot be dealt with via CloudDeakin site for this unit,
please contact the unit teaching team - preferably early in the trimester - so we can discuss your concerns, and make
adjustments, if appropriate.

Your course and Deakin's Graduate Learning Outcomes

GLO1 Discipline knowledge
and capabilities:

appropriate to the level of study related to a discipline or profession

GLO2 Communication: using oral, written and interpersonal communication to inform, motivate and effect change

GLO3 Digital literacy: using technologies to find, use and disseminate information

GLO4 Critical thinking: evaluating information using critical and analytical thinking and judgment

GLO5 Problem solving: creating solutions to authentic (real world and ill-defined) problems

GLO6  Self-management: working and learning independently, and taking responsibility for personal actions

GLO7 Teamwork: working and learning with others from different disciplines and backgrounds

GLO8 Global citizenship: engaging ethically and productively in the professional context and with diverse
communities and cultures in a global context

 
Each Deakin course has course learning outcomes which explain what the Deakin Learning Outcomes mean in your
discipline. Learning in each unit builds towards the course learning outcomes.

Your Unit Learning Outcomes

Each unit in your course is a building block towards these Graduate Learning Outcomes - not all units develop and assess
every Graduate Learning Outcome (GLO).

 These are the Learning Outcomes (ULO) for this Unit
At the completion of this Unit, successful students can:

Deakin Graduate Learning
Outcomes

ULO1 Articulate and understand some key issues currently animating Australia Today GLO1 Discipline Specific
knowledge

ULO2 Gain a comprehensive overview of Australian history, society, politics and culture; to
allow an informed cultural orientation to Australia

GLO1 Discipline Specific
knowledge
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ULO3 Research, structure and write an essay, field research report and summary of a
reading in English to an acceptable academic standard, using scholarly conventions

GLO2 Communication
GLO3 Digital literacy

ULO4 Utilising the field methods of participation and observation along with other research
techniques,  analyse the experience of an Australian cultural artefact and locate it into
to its wider social and historical setting

GLO4 Critical thinking
GLO5 Problem solving

ULO5 Utilise the skills and knowledge presented in the unit to interrogate current politics,
landscapes and issues and locate them into an international context

GLO4 Critical thinking

 

ASSESSING YOUR ACHIEVEMENT OF THE UNIT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Overview

In brief, these are the assessment tasks for this Unit (details below):

Presentation, 20%, 500 words
Report, 35%, 1500 words
Essay, 45%, 2000 words

Summative assessment

(tasks that will be graded or marked)
NOTE: It is your responsibility to keep a backup copy of every assignment where it is possible (eg written/digital reports,
essays, videos, images). In the unusual event that one of your assignments is misplaced, you will need to submit the backup
copy. Any work you submit may be checked by electronic or other means for the purposes of detecting collusion and/or
plagiarism.
 
When you are required to submit an assignment through CloudDeakin, you should receive an email to your Deakin email
address confirming that it has been submitted. You should check that you can see your assignment in the Submissions view
of the Assignment folder after upload, and check for, and keep, the email receipt for the submission.

- Summative assessment task 1

 Presentation

Brief description of assessment task In small groups, students will prepare and deliver a 5-10 minute
presentation in the seminars on the seminar topic. Each student will then
submit a 500 word individual reflection on the weekly topic.

Detail of student output Oral presentation and written reflection (500 words)

Grading and weighting
(% total mark for unit)

20%

This task assesses your achievement of these
Unit Learning Outcome(s)

ULO 1, 2, 3, 5

This task assesses your achievement of these
Graduate Learning Outcome(s)

GLO 1, 2

How and when you will receive feedback on
your work

Written feedback on Summative Assessment Task will be provided in
sufficient time to allow students to improve their performance in
subsequent assessment items.
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Due date Written reflections due one week after seminar presentation, via Cloud
Deakin

 

- Summative assessment task 2

 Report

Brief description of assessment task Students are required to write a report about a site or event
visit.

Detail of student output 1500 word written report

Grading and weighting
(% total mark for unit)

35%

This task assesses your achievement of these Unit
Learning Outcome(s)

ULO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

This task assesses your achievement of these Graduate
Learning Outcome(s)

GLO 1, 2, 3, 5

How and when you will receive feedback on your work Written feedback on Summative Assessment Task 2 will be
provided in sufficient time to allow students to improve their
performance in subsequent assessment items.

Due date Tuesday 30 January via Cloud Deakin

 

- Summative assessment task 3

 Essay

Brief description of assessment task Students will write a research essay in response to a
question.

Detail of student output 2000 word essay

Grading and weighting
(% total mark for unit)

45%

This task assesses your achievement of these Unit Learning
Outcome(s)

ULO 1, 2, 3, 4

This task assesses your achievement of these Graduate Learning
Outcome(s)

GLO 1, 2, 3

How and when you will receive feedback on your work Final Assessment. Written feedback on Summative
Assessment Task 3 will be provided.

Due date of submission Monday 5 February via Cloud Deakin

 

Your learning experiences in this Unit - and your expected commitment

To be successful in this unit, you must:

Read all materials in preparation for your classes or seminars, and follow up each with further study and research on the●

topic;
Start your assessment tasks well ahead of the due date;●

Read or listen to all feedback carefully, and use it in your future work;●
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Attend and engage in all timetabled learning experiences, listed below.●

Contact Hours

Trimester 1: 1 x 1 hour Class per week, 1 x 1 hour Seminar per week
Trimester 3: Intensive mode commencing early January at Burwood (Melbourne) only

Weekly classes and seminars are held for students enrolled in this unit. Weekly online reading materials are available in
Cloud Deakin, along with all other required unit materials, including information on assessment and key resources.
 
We expect that students will participate constructively in learning in classes and online, and treat staff and other students
with respect and courtesy.
 
Students should be aware that this unit demands work on the assignments and for classes and is not necessarily easier than
units with examinations. Research for assignments requires the use of books and academic journal articles. Please note
that essays cannot be based on non-scholarly internet sources. Students also cannot choose to write on the same topic for
the Field Report and the Major Essay.
 
We will assist you in preparing your essays and with advice on analysing the questions, organising content, and referencing
requirements. However, students should be aware that they must submit essays written in their own words and with all
quotations and paraphrasing appropriately acknowledged. For further details on this please consult student information on
Academic Integrity or contact the Unit Chair.

Note

At Deakin,

Lectures are referred to as classes (definition: a general meeting for all students, for which students do not need to●

register and where students are engaged through presentations and learning activities)
Tutorials, workshops and seminars are referred to as seminars (definition: more interactive meetings for smaller groups●

of students).
For the complete list of agreed definitions for learning experiences, see the Course Design and Delivery Procedure●

(https://policy.deakin.edu.au/view.current.php?id=00127)

UNIT LEARNING RESOURCES

Your unit learning resources are available in your CloudDeakin unit site accessed in DeakinSync.

Essential learning resources

There is no compulsory text for this unit. A list of relevant recent overviews of the Australian experience will be posted on
Cloud Deakin.

KEY DATES FOR THIS TRIMESTER

Trimester begins (classes begin)  Monday 6 November 2017

https://policy.deakin.edu.au/view.current.php?id=00127
http://www.deakin.edu.au/deakinsync/
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Intra-trimester break (a short break during trimester) Monday 25 December - Sunday 7 January 2018

Trimester ends (classes cease) Friday 2 February 2018

Study period (examination preparation period) Monday 5 - Wednesday 7 February 2018

Examinations begin Thursday 8 February 2018

Examinations end Friday 16 February 2018

Inter-trimester break (the period between trimesters) Monday 19 February - Friday 2 March 2018

Unit results released Thursday 1 March 2018 (6pm)
 

UNIT WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 

Week Commencing Special learning activities Assessment activity

1 6 November 2017   

2 13 November   

3 20 November   

4 27 November   

5 4 December   

6 11 December   

7 18 December   

Intra-trimester break: Monday 25 December - Sunday 7 January 2018

8 8 January 2018  Intensive classes  

9 15 January  Intensive classes  

10* 22 January   

11 29 January  A1: Written Reflection due 11:59pm Friday 26 January
A2: Field Report due 11:59pm Tuesday 30 January
A3: Research Essay due 11:59pm Monday 5 February

*Friday 26 January 2018: Australia Day public holiday - University closed
 


