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Dear Colleagues,


The FDA has been active this semester in learning about faculty governance at other campuses and our own.  In the September plenary, Professor Ned Benton from John Jay College presented a talk about their governance structure.  It offered an illuminating contrast to ours.  In the October plenary, we began to look at the FDA By-Laws to see how they might be updated or revamped.  (They probably date from the late 1970s.)  In the November plenary, we continued the October discussion about ways for the FDA to have greater voice in the Hunter College Senate.  Overall, our interest has been to imagine how to increase the faculty’s collective role in contributing to the formation of college policies and of college business more generally.


We also have supported the Union’s efforts to increase salaries for CUNY adjuncts and to have Hunter make good on the memo signed by Chancellor Milliken and Union president Bowen pledge to reduce the faculty’s workload throughout CUNY (and at Hunter in particular).  This work surely will occupy us during the Spring, 2019 term.

Remember: each department is to send two delegates to the FDA plenaries.  Please raise this point in your departments, if your department does not do that.  Here, too, we are seeking to connect more closely with departments and programs.

After two years of haggling with Work-Study, we finally have managed to staff the Faculty Lounge for three days during the week.  Avani (a Hunter Work-Study student) will be keeping it up to speed on Monday (3-6 pm), Wednesday (1-6 pm), and Friday (1-6 pm).  Coffee and cookies are freely available (via faculty donations to the FDA), as is lively conversation.


Please welcome the new staff in the FDA office, Alexander Singer and Pauline Djonovic. They have been terrific in picking up where Shemeika McLaren left off, admirably serving Hunter faculty and helping the FDA.




Yours sincerely, John.


John R. Wallach


President, Hunter College Faculty Delegate Assemly


Professor of Political Science
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