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I am glad you are here to share in this celebration of commitment to children’s learning and development.  Our goal is to build a vibrant, internationally-recognized Gifted Center with a robust agenda of activities for children and youth with exceptional gifts and talents, and to encourage high-level achievement in diverse kinds of learners, with a particular focus on the urban context of New York City.

At this time and in this place, the opportunities for working together to nurture many kinds of giftedness are extraordinary, perhaps unprecedented. On local, national, and international levels, we have a heightened awareness of the need to husband our resources thoughtfully, an awareness that our human resources are our most precious assets. There is an emerging understanding that we cannot afford to waste the intelligence and creativity of our children. 
For a number of reasons, we are at one of those rare confluences of possibility where a visionary idea, coupled with the right action and effort, has a chance to make a big and lasting difference. Goethe said, “Whatever you can do, or dream you can, begin it. Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it.” We are here this evening to celebrate a bold new venture inspired by President Raab’s dream that all gifted children in New York City should have the learning opportunities they need if they are to realize their intellectual potential and make their most meaningful contributions to society. I have been working in this field for the past 20 years, and I share this dream wholeheartedly. 
Some people see gifted education as exacerbating social, economic, and racial divisions. There is an emerging understanding of gifted education, however, responding to the fact that some children across all segments of society have exceptionally advanced learning needs that require differentiated educational experiences. I’ve co-authored a book with Dr. Joanne Foster, who is here tonight from Toronto. In Being Smart about Gifted Children, Joanne and I discuss a paradigm shift to an evidence-based perspective on giftedness, and address many questions oncerning definition, identification, and programming.   
The more we learn about giftedness and how it develops, the more we realize that it is about individual developmental differences. The direction and extent of giftedness and the developmental pathways that lead to giftedness are as various as people’s lives and circumstances. Gifted programming then, must include a range of options that can be flexibly matched to individual students’ exceptional learning needs. The range of possible options varies from enrichment in the regular classroom, through many kinds of acceleration, through extracurricular activities, to full-time congregated classrooms and schools for exceptionally capable learners. 
For teachers who understand gifted development, and have a creatively flexible attitude, a community as large, diverse, and culturally rich as New York has almost unlimited resources that can be used to nurture gifted children’s highly diverse abilities and interests. For example, Rob Steiner is here from the American Museum of Natural History  With resources like the American Museum of Natural History, the Lincoln Center Institute, a wealth of museum programs, and many more, this great city is full of gifted-level learning options both for kids and for teachers who want to support high-level learning in their students. 
Pulling this together intelligently requires that we provide our teachers with training and support for their work with gifted learners. One of the important goals of this new Center is to help New York schools have access to expertise, networks, and resources, so that they can work effectively with each child with exceptional gifts and talents. I’ve visited schools throughout the city, and talked to parents, educators, and administrators, many of whom are here this evening. 
Across the grade spectrum, we have some extraordinary possibilities and options for gifted learners. At the same time, however, there are far too many schools where gifted children do not get any special services at all, or the services that are provided are not targeted effectively to their learning needs. We live in an era of No Child Left Behind legislation, standardized testing, and carefully structured teach-to-the-test curricula, much of which has important benefits for many children. However, with all the attention that is being paid to meeting mandated baseline criteria, far too many exceptional learners are not being intellectually challenged. 
And, as one might expect, gifted children who are chronically understimulated are not likely to develop their abilities, but are likely to become bored and unhappy. Predictably, they often become disengaged academically. These children, across the spectrums of race, language, culture, and socioeconomic status are at serious risk for depression, behavior problems, and giving up on their interests and ambitions. An important reason for initiating this Center is the urgent awareness that in our efforts to address the needs of those children most at risk of academic failure, we must also work together to make sure that our gifted children are not left behind. All children benefit when each child is given an opportunity to learn. Gifted education is not about elitism, but about appropriately matching education to ability.

Two great resources in this work are the Hunter College Campus Schools. Many Campus Schools faculty members are here this evening. For the past 75 years, the Schools have focused explicitly on children of high intellectual ability. Collectively today, the faculty has a wealth of expertise in many different areas of gifted development and education. 
Although this Center is only a year and a half old, we are energetically on our way to becoming a “go-to” place for gifted education. There are many things we are already doing, and I’m going to briefly describe 7 of them.

At the top of my list is our brand new graduate program in gifted education. New York State has recently created a Gifted Certificate Extension for teachers who work with gifted and talented children. I worked on the development of the Gifted Content Specialty Test, helping to write the test that new teachers of gifted learners must take. Dr. Kate Garnett is the Chair of Special Education at Hunter and Dr. Shirley Cohen is the Acting Dean of the School of Education. They have helped me writethe proposal for this program, and are providing a supportive academic home for the Gifted Center.

Many other colleagues here at Hunter have worked with us to create a challenging graduate program designed to provide teachers with the skills and expertise they need to earn this new credential in gifted education. With this program, we are developing a knowledgeable and effective cadre of educators who will expand the base and enrich the City’s network of highly competent gifted education practitioners.  
Another aspect of teacher support is ongoing professional development. I am working with colleagues across the city such as Dr. Rachel Schnur, an innovative educator and widely-respected expert on gifted education who heads the Anderson Program at PS 9, and with Pat Manchester, the principal of Hunter College Elementary School. Topics we are exploring together include adapting curriculum for mathematically gifted children, working with children who are gifted and also have learning problems, and addressing the social/emotional issues of gifted children as they become adolescents.
Dr. Laurance Splitter is the Associate Director of the Center. He has a remarkable record of achievement, including being a Rhodes Scholar and an internationally renowned expert on Philosophy for Children. He is working with the Hunter College Campus Schools, and several other public schools in New York, supporting high-achieving students in working collaboratively as “communities of inquiry”. Laurance is helping teachers work effectively with gifted children in exploring the “Big Questions” they love to grapple with. 
The third activity that I would like to highlight is our participation on Carmen Farina’s think tank on gifted education. Many of our colleagues on the think tank are here this evening. Dr Shirley Cohen and I have been working over the past several months with gifted educators across the city to think about optimal approaches to the challenges and opportunities in New York. This has been a rewarding and informative experience in many important ways, and I look forward to an ongoing collaborative relationship with my Think Tank colleagues from across the City.

The Gifted Center is also available to provide technical assistance to schools initiating, modifying, and evaluating gifted programs. We have had conversations with schools in every borough about these issues. For example, we are working with Pat Marano and his colleagues at Moore Catholic HS in Staten Island to help create a new program for motivated highly gifted learners. 
The fifth activity I want to mention is our establishment of a clearinghouse for gifted resources and professionals. Many parents and educators have told us that it is difficult to find the information they need about giftedness. We are creating ways to help people connect both with the resources they need, and with others who have similar experiences. To this end, we have established a web-based repository of resources and are actively supporting the creation of networks of expertise.  
The sixth activity on my list is supporting parents. We are talking with parent groups, and responding to their questions with information as available. I’ve had conversations with many parents who are here tonight, and am committed to creating the networks of parent support that we need here in New York. 
And finally, #7, we have a challenging research agenda, from teacher-initiated action research at the classroom level, through programmatic research with colleagues in other disciplines and at other institutions. We have been busy on local, national, and international scenes, with several publications, media interviews, and conference presentations over the past few months, and with many more scheduled for the next several months. 
With this Center, we are taking care of the future. Making sure that parents and educators have what they need to provide the supports and environments that gifted learners need, we are working to ensure New York City children have a chance to become the disciplined thinkers, solid leaders, and inspired creators that we so badly need in this rapidly changing and far too precarious world.  
There are many people here tonight who I would like to introduce and publicly thank for their help and support, but cannot because of time constraints. One person who I must thank, though, is Dr. Rena Subotnik. As President Raab mentioned, Rena has been actively involved in getting this Center off the ground, and is an important ally, colleague, and mentor.  
There are many others here tonight who are doing important and groundbreaking work for gifted and talented children. I thank you for being here, and I look forward to working with you on the important mission of making sure that high ability is nurtured and supported. We have a stellar Board of Advisors that includes educators from NYC public schools and the Campus Schools, faculty members and administrators at Hunter College and City University of New York, and internationally-renowned experts on gifted education. Most of them are here this evening.  
Please help us take advantage of the wonderful opportunity that Jennifer Raab and Hunter College are providing to create together a vibrant nexus for programs, research, 
and understanding of exceptionally advanced ability. Please work with us to take care of the future by creating the structures that will support gifted learning and development in our city’s children.
