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Hunter College has been a leader in gifted education locally and nationally for the past 70 years, and we are committed to working with the city now to further our shared goals of ensuring that all gifted children in New York City have the learning opportunities they need if they are to realize their intellectual potential and make their most meaningful contributions to society. 
I’ve visited schools throughout the city, and talked to parents, educators, and administrators. Across the grade spectrum, we have some extraordinary possibilities and options for gifted learners. At the same time, however, there are far too many schools where gifted children do not get any special services at all, or the services that are provided are not targeted effectively to their learning needs. 

As you know, New York State has recently created a Gifted Certificate Extension for teachers who work with gifted and talented children. I worked on the development of the Gifted Content Specialty Test, helping to write the test that teachers of gifted learners must take to qualify for this Extension, and have developed at Hunter a graduate program in gifted education designed to provide teachers with the skills and expertise they need to earn this new credential in gifted education. With this graduate program, we are developing a knowledgeable and effective cadre of educators who will expand the base and enrich the City’s network of highly competent gifted education practitioners.  
The direction and extent of giftedness and the developmental pathways that lead to giftedness are as various as people’s lives and circumstances. Gifted programming then, must include a range of options that can be flexibly matched to individual students’ exceptional learning needs. The range of possible options varies from enrichment in the regular classroom, through many kinds of acceleration, through extracurricular activities, to full-time congregated classrooms and schools for exceptionally capable learners. 
Another important goal of the Hunter College Center for Gifted Studies and Education is to be available to help New York schools have access to expertise, networks, and resources,  so that they can work effectively with each child with exceptional gifts and talents. Making this happen requires that we provide our teachers not only with the initial training they need to understand diverse kinds of gifted-level exceptionality, but also with the ongoing support they need for their everyday work with gifted learners. 
With all the attention that is being paid in America today to meeting mandated baseline criteria, far too many exceptional learners are not being intellectually challenged. And, as one might expect, gifted children who are chronically understimulated are not likely to develop their abilities, but are likely to become bored and unhappy. Predictably, they often become disengaged academically. These children,  across the spectrums of race, language, culture, and socioeconomic status, are at serious risk for depression, behavior problems, and giving up on their interests and ambitions. 
Some people see gifted education as exacerbating social, economic, and racial divisions. There is an emerging understanding of gifted education, however, responding to the fact that some children across all segments of society have exceptionally advanced learning needs that require differentiated educational experiences. The more we learn about giftedness and how it develops, the more we realize that it is about individual developmental differences. 
An important reason for initiating the Gifted Center at Hunter is the urgent awareness that in our efforts to address the needs of those children most at risk of academic failure, we must also work together to make sure that our gifted children are not left behind.  All children benefit when each child is given an opportunity to learn. Gifted education is not about elitism, but about appropriately matching education to ability.

