
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Embedding YouTube Videos 
into PowerPoint Presentations 

Many instructors make YouTube videos part of their PowerPoint presentations and play the 
videos from within a particular slide. This document contains instructions for: 
1. embedding YouTube videos using PowerPoint 2003 for Windows for use when presenting 

with a live Internet connection; 
2. embedding YouTube videos using PowerPoint 2003 for Windows for use when presenting 

without an Internet connection; 
3. embedding YouTube videos using PowerPoint 2007 for Windows for use when presenting 

with a live Internet connection. 
 

Embedding YouTube videos in PowerPoint 2003 for use when presenting 
with a live Internet connection  

1. Copy the URL of the YouTube video you want to embed from a web browser. 

 

2. Open a PowerPoint presentation and go to a slide where you want to embed the video. 

3. From the View drop-down menu, select Toolbars -> Control Toolbox.  

 

Revised: 8.4.2008 Embedding YouTube videos into PowerPoint          p. 1 of 8 



 

4. Click on the icon for More Controls on the lower right hand corner and scroll down to choose 

Shockwave Flash Object. 

 

5. Click on the slide and draw a rectangle the size of the YouTube video you want to embed. 

(Drag the cursor from the upper left hand corner to the lower right hand corner.)  

 

6. Right-click on the rectangle and choose Properties. 
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7. Click on Movie and paste the URL of the YouTube movie that you want to embed in the cell 

next to it. 

8. Change the URL pasted by deleting watch? and replacing = with /. (Be careful not to delete 

v.) 

9. Set the EmbedMovie property to false by clicking on EmbedMovie and then choosing False 

from the drop-down menu in the cell next to it. 

 

10. Close the Properties window. 

11. The YouTube video will now appear when you activate the slide show by choosing View 

Show from the Slide Show drop-down menu. 

 

12. Click on the triangular play button to start playing the video. 
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Embedding YouTube videos in PowerPoint 2003 for use when presenting 
without an Internet connection 
 
Embedding an YouTube video for use when presenting without an Internet connection involves 
the two steps of downloading the video in a format usable by PowerPoint and inserting it into a 
slide. Downloaded videos are generally large in size. (A 6-minute video is approximately 
60MB.) Video files are linked to PowerPoint presentations and need to be transported with their 
associated presentations. In other words, if you move or copy a PowerPoint presentation, also 
move or copy its associated video file/s. 

1. Copy the URL of the YouTube video you want to embed from a web browser. 

 

2. Go to the Zamzar website at www.zamzar.com to download the video and convert it in a 

format usable by PowerPoint. 

3. Click on the Download Videos tab. 

4. Paste the URL of the YouTube video in the text box for Step 1. (Take care that http:// is 

not repeated.) 

5. Choose mpg as the format to convert the file to in Step 2. 

 

6. Type your email address in Step 3. 

7. Click on Convert in Step 4. The process of uploading the YouTube video onto a Zamzar 

server will begin. It should take a few minutes depending on the size of the video. When this 

process is complete, you will see a message indicating that the process of converting the file 

Revised: 8.4.2008 Embedding YouTube videos into PowerPoint          p. 4 of 8 



is in process and that you will receive an email message when it is complete. This may take 

an hour or two. 

8. Open the email message from Zamzar and click on the link to download the converted file. 

(Your file is only stored for one day after receipt of the email.) 

9. Click on the green Download Now button. (Depending on the size of the file, this may take a 

few minutes.) 

 

10. Choose Save File and click on OK.  

11. Find the downloaded file on your desktop and move it to the folder where your PowerPoint 

presentation is located. 

12. (Optional) Rename the file from its original name of letters and numbers to a name that is 

meaningful and descriptive. 

13. Open the PowerPoint presentation to the slide where you want to embed the video. 

14. From the Insert menu, choose Movies and Sounds -> Movie from File… 

 

15. Navigate to find the video file, select it and click on the OK button. 

16. Choose to start the movie automatically or when clicked.  

17. Activate the slide show by choosing View Show from the Slide Show drop-down menu. 
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Embedding YouTube videos in PowerPoint 2007 for use when presenting 
with a live Internet connection  

1. Copy the URL of the YouTube video you want to embed from a web browser. 

 

2. Open a PowerPoint presentation and go to a slide where you want to embed the video. 

3. Click on the Office icon on the top left hand corner of the screen and choose PowerPoint 

Options at the bottom. 

 

4. Check the Show Developer tab in the Ribbon checkbox and click on OK.  
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5. Click on the Developer tab. 

6. Click on the More Controls icon.  

 

13. Scroll down to select Shockwave Flash Object and click on OK. 

 

14. Click on the slide and draw a rectangle the size of the YouTube video you want to embed. 

(Drag the cursor from the upper left hand corner to the lower right hand corner.)  

15. Right-click on the rectangle and choose Properties. 
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7. Click on Movie and paste the URL of the YouTube movie that you want to embed in the cell 

next to it. 

8. Change the URL pasted by deleting watch? and replacing = with /. (Be careful not to delete 

v.) 

9. Set the EmbedMovie property to false by clicking on EmbedMovie and then choosing False 

from the drop-down menu in the cell next to it. 

 

10. Close the Properties window. 

11. The YouTube video will now appear when you activate the slide show by choosing From 

Current Slide from the Slide Show tab. 

 

12. Click on the triangular play button to start playing the video. 

 

For further assistance with Blackboard and PowerPoint: 

Stop by the Technology Resource Center, C104 Hunter North. Give us a call at 212-650-3358. 

Register for a workshop at 
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/icit/trc/workshops. 

Send an email to training@hunter.cuny.edu    
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