June 19, 2006

VIA FACSIMILE

Vice Chancellor Jay Hershenson

Vice Chancellor of University Relations 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees

The City University of New York

535 East 80th Street, 4th Floor

New York, NY 10021

Dear Vice Chancellor Hershenson:

I am pleased to announce the following presidential, faculty and student awards for Hunter College.





Faculty Awards and Honors:

· Dr. Neepa Maitra, a Professor in the Physics and Astronomy Department at Hunter College, has received a $536,584 CAREER Award from the National Science Foundation’s Early Career Development Program.  The CAREER Award is one of the most prestigious awards granted by the NSF.
· Dr. Eva Bellin, a Professor of Political Science at Hunter College, has been named a 2006 Carnegie Scholar, one of 20 scholars chosen by the Carnegie Corporation to study issues relating to Islam and the modern world.  Dr. Bellin will receive nearly $100,000 to study Islam-centered research themes over the next two years. 
· Dr. Manu Bhagavan, a Professor of History at Hunter College, has been awarded a 2006 American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship, one of the most prestigious and competitive prizes in the humanities. Dr. Bhagavan’s $30,000 award will enable him to spend next year working on his new book, an intellectual history of India in the years after it gained its independence in 1947.
· Dr. Stuart Ewen, a Professor in the Film and Media Studies Department of Hunter College, has received a Fulbright Senior Specialists Grant to teach at two universities in Russia this summer. He will be the lead instructor in St. Petersburg State University’s annual Fulbright summer school and will conduct a workshop at Moscow State University in coordination with the Russian-language publication of his book PR! A Social History of Spin.
· Dr. Ivone Margulies, a Professor in the Film and Media Studies Department at Hunter College, has received a Mellon Fellowship for a full-year residency at the Graduate Center, Center for the Humanities to participate in an interdisciplinary seminar on the theme of the “aftermath.” She will be working on the testimonial aspects of reenactment films, part of her book-length study on theatricality in film.
· Dr. Steve Greenbaum, a Professor of Physics at Hunter College, has received a $250,000 instrument grant from the Office of Naval Research to purchase a solid state nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer. The award was made under the Defense University Research Instrumentation Program, a highly competitive program that helps academic institutions purchase state-of-the-art research equipment. 
Student Awards and Honors:

· Carla Minami, a 2006 Hunter College graduate in English secondary education and German literature, has been awarded a Fulbright Teaching Assistantship to teach English in Germany.  She will assist a German instructor in teaching English as a foreign language to German students and will also start an after-school program and carry out a project that she has developed involving German spelling reform.
· Erica Seppala, a graduate student in the Hunter School of Education’s Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) program, has won a Fulbright to teach English in Spain.   She will work as a teaching assistant at a Spanish high school or official language school and will also volunteer her services in a Spanish organization teaching English to victims of domestic violence.  Ms. Seppala was one of nine students selected from 179 applicants for the Teaching Assistantship in Spain.
· Jane (Yevgeniya) Elkina, a 2006 Hunter College graduate, has been awarded a 2006 Merage American Dream Fellowship, which recognizes immigrant students who have demonstrated academic excellence, leadership skills, creativity and initiative.  She is one of 14 students selected from colleges across the country.  The award is a stipend of $10,000 per year for two years of post-graduate study, travel or research. 
· Chika Okoye, a senior Hunter College classics major has won the American Philological Association’s 2006 Minority Scholarship.  The scholarship, which is awarded each year to an undergraduate minority classics major to further his/her preparation for graduate work within the field, may be used for summer study abroad or language training.

· Lindsey Toft and Merida Lang, both Hunter College juniors and members of the Thomas Hunter Honors Program, have been awarded Humanity in Action Fellowships. HIA sponsors summer fellowship programs in Denmark, France, Germany, The Netherlands, Poland and the United States, where students study the condition of minorities in the host country and seek innovative ways to address these issues. Ms. Toft and Ms. Lang were among 66 American undergraduate students selected as fellows from a national pool of students from 147 colleges and universities. 
I would also like you to know that I am the 2006 recipient of the Benjamin E. Mays Award from A Better Chance, a national organization that identifies recruits and develops leaders among academically gifted students of color.  The award memorializes the late Dr. Mays, scholar, orator, writer, civil rights figure and president of Morehouse College. 
I am extremely proud of the awards and honors achieved by Hunter’s faculty and students.  I would appreciate your assistance in announcing these outstanding achievements.
Sincerely,









Jennifer J. Raab
cc:  Dean Linda T. Chin
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