September 7, 2005
VIA FACSIMILE

Vice Chancellor Jay Hershenson

Vice Chancellor of University Relations and

Secretary to the Board of Trustees

The City University of New York

535 East 80th Street, 4th Floor

New York, NY 10021

Dear Vice Chancellor Hershenson:

I am pleased to announce the following faculty and student awards and significant grants for Hunter College.

Student Honors and Awards:
· Naira Rezende, a 2005 Hunter College biology graduate, has been awarded a Gilliam Graduate Fellowship from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.  She is one of only six graduates to receive this prestigious award.  The fellowship, being awarded for the first time this year, provides up to five years of support for Ph.D. studies in the life sciences to disadvantaged students, including underrepresented minorities, who participated in the Institute’s Exceptional Research Opportunities undergraduate summer research program.  

· Hollie Ecker, a master’s degree student in Hunter College’s Communications Sciences program, has been awarded a Fulbright Grant to conduct research in Italy on the various methods used to teach art history to deaf children and adults.  Last year nearly 6,000 U.S. students applied for 1100 Fulbright Grants in all fields of study.
· Gwendolyn Williams, a Hunter College senior and member of the CUNY Honors College, was selected to attend the Woodrow Wilson Summer Institute at Princeton University this past summer.  The seven-week program strives to cultivate the development of future leaders equipped to interact effectively with people from diverse backgrounds in a multicultural society.  
Faculty Awards and Honors:
· Dr. Derrick T. Brazill, a Professor of Biology at Hunter College, received the prestigious Presidential Early Career Award – the highest honor bestowed by the 
United States Government on young scientists - at a White House ceremony on June 13, 2005 for his groundbreaking work in understanding how organisms monitor and regulate the density of cells in different tissues.  He is one of 58 young scientists and engineers to receive the award this year. 
· Ms. Tami Gold and Ms. Kelly Anderson, professors in the Film and Media Department at Hunter College, have received an Emmy award nomination in the “Outstanding Individual Achievement in a Craft: Directing” category for their documentary Every Mother’s Son.  The documentary deals with the topic of police brutality in New York City as told through the eyes of three mothers who lost sons to police violence. The film premiered at the 2004 Tribeca Film Festival, where it won the Audience Award. It also aired on the PBS program P.O.V.  

Significant Hunter College Grant:
· Dr. Jill Bargonetti, a Professor of Biology at Hunter College, has been awarded a $100,000 grant from the Breast Cancer Foundation for her research on estrogen influences on the p53 tumor suppressor protein in breast cells.  Bargonetti’s research will explore a novel area that presents a potentially new model for breast cancer prevention and combination drug treatment.

I am extremely proud of the awards and honors achieved by Hunter’s faculty and students.  I would appreciate your assistance in announcing these outstanding achievements of Hunter’s faculty and students at the next Board of Trustees meeting.  Thank you.









Sincerely,









Jennifer J. Raab

cc:  Dean Linda T. Chin
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