






April 17, 2008
VIA FACSIMILE

Vice Chancellor Jay Hershenson

Vice Chancellor of University Relations and

Secretary to the Board of Trustees

The City University of New York

535 East 80th Street, 4th Floor

New York, NY 10021

Dear Vice Chancellor Hershenson:

I am pleased to announce the following faculty and student honors and awards for Hunter College:

Faculty Honors and Awards:

· Meena Alexander, a Distinguished Professor of English at Hunter College and an award-winning poet and novelist, has been named a 2008 Guggenheim Fellow. Vicky Shick, an Adjunct Lecturer in the Dance Program at Hunter College, was also awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship.  The Guggenheim fellowships are awarded each year to a select group of artists, scientists and scholars who have exceptional records of past achievement and also show extraordinary promise for future great accomplishments with their work.
· Constance DeJong, a Distinguished Lecturer in the Department of Art at Hunter College, is the Librettist for the Phillip Glass Opera, Satyagraha, based on the life and commitments of Mahatma Ghandi, which recently opened at the Metropolitan Opera.
· Daniel Hurevitz, an Assistant Professor in the Department of History at Hunter College, has won the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library Award for the best book published last year in 20th Century American History.
· Neepa Maitra, an Assistant Professor in the Department of Physics at Hunter College, was recently awarded an NSF Career Award Grant and the Cottrell Award for excellence in both teaching and research.
· Katy Siegel, an Associate Professor in the Department of Art at Hunter College, received a prestigious curatorial award at the Guggenheim Museum on March 17, 2008 for the show: “High Times, Hard Times: New York Painting, 1967-1975.” Dr. Siegel was honored in Best Shows of 2006-2007 by the International Association of Art Critics which gives out the only awards for extraordinary curators in the U.S.   The exhibit has also been named one of the top 10 shows of 2007 by New York magazine and extensively written about in the New York Times and the New Yorker and major art publications around the world.
Student Honors and Awards:

· Nataliya Binshteyu,a January 2008 Hunter College graduate, has been awarded a 2008 Merage American Dream Fellowship.  Binshteyu is one of 12 students selected from colleges across the country.  Binshteyu will receive a stipend of $10,000 per year for two years of post-graduate study, travel and research.  The award is in recognition of students who have demonstrated academic excellence, leadership skills, creativity and initiative.
· Joe Eastman and Peter Michalakis, have been named winners of the Jeannette K. Watson Fellowship, Class of 2010.  Eastman is a second year Hunter student in the Macaulay Honors College with a major in political science. Michalakis is a first year Hunter student in the Macaulay Honors College with an interest in political science and journalism. Hunter College is one of the ten colleges in New York City invited to participate in this program which provides internship placements and generous stipends for three consecutive summers affording opportunities for leadership and helping to advance personal and professional goals. 
· Margaret Park and Alex Rodriguez have been named recipients of Fulbright grants. Park, a January 2008 graduate of Hunter’s master’s degree program in childhood and special education received the Fulbright grant to teach English to elementary school aged children in Korea.  Rodriguez, a Hunter College senior, majoring in economics and German and a member of the Macaulay Honors College received the Fulbright grant to teach English in Hong Kong.  The Fulbright U.S. Student Program, administered by the Institute for International Education, awards full research grants to graduating seniors and young alumni after an extensive application process.  Recipients receive a stipend to cover, travel, housing and living expenses.
· Nurxat Nuraje, a recent graduate with a PhD in Chemistry from the CUNY Graduate Center, and a member of Chemistry Professor Hiroshi Matsui’s laboratory at Hunter College, was selected as one of the 21 finalists in the nation to receive the highly competitive and prestigious 2008 Graduate Student Award from the Materials Research Society (MRS).  At the MRS National meeting held in March 2008 in San Francisco, Dr. Nuraje won the Silver medal for his presentation which was praised as “particularly significant and timely research.” 
· Alexandra Smith, a senior at Hunter College School of Social Work, has won a prestigious Soros Justice Advocate Fellowship for her project “Out of the Box.”  The Fellowship is for 18 months and supports innovative policy advocacy projects that promote criminal justice reform.  As a Soros Fellow, Ms. Smith will monitor the implementation of a new bill passed in New York State designed to prevent people with mental illness from being placed in solitary confinement.
· Nine students from the Hunter-Bellevue School of Nursing were awarded the Most Successful School Community Health Project, Silver Community Health Award at the National Student Nurses Association 2008 convention held in Grapevine, Texas this spring. The students were honored for their outstanding service to the community. The award was for two projects – the Brookdale Campus Health Promotion and 68th Street Campus Nursing Recruitment Fairs, and Peer-to-Peer Mentoring for Professional Advancement, overseen by Professor Aida Egues, RN. 

Hunter College Programs:
The 2009 edition of U.S. News and World Report “America’s Best Graduate Schools” has ranked Hunter’s Master in Fine Arts Program as the 21st best in the country.  This top ranking for Hunter is based on a survey of art school deans and other leading art scholars at some 220 master of fine arts programs in art and design throughout the nation.


I am extremely proud of the awards and honors achieved by Hunter faculty and students.  I would appreciate your assistance in announcing these outstanding achievements at the next Board of Trustees meeting.  Thank you.



Sincerely,








Jennifer J. Raab

cc:  Ms. Hourig Messerlian

       Ms. Gail Aidinoff Scovell

       Ms. Meredith Halpern
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