






February 19, 2008
VIA FACSIMILE

Vice Chancellor Jay Hershenson

Vice Chancellor of University Relations and

Secretary to the Board of Trustees

The City University of New York

535 East 80th Street, 4th Floor

New York, NY 10021

Dear Vice Chancellor Hershenson:

I am pleased to announce the following faculty and student honors and awards for Hunter College:

Faculty Honors and Awards:

· Tom Sleigh, A Professor in the Hunter College English Department, has been selected as the 2008 Winner of the $100,000 Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award from Claremont Graduate University for Space Walk. The Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award is one of the largest monetary prizes in the nation for a single work of a mid-career poet.  
· Dr. Sean Ahearn, Hunter College Professor in the Department of Geography and Director of CARSI Lab, has been named to the National Geospatial Advisory Committee by Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne. The Committee will provide advice and recommendations on federal geospatial policy and management issues and provide a forum to convey views representative of partners in the geospatial community.
Student Honors and Awards:

· Silvia Caballero, a senior at Hunter College, has been selected as one of five outstanding young scientists from across the nation to receive a prestigious 2008 Gilliam Fellowship for Advanced Study.  The Gilliam Fellowship provides full support for up to five years of study toward a PhD for exceptional young people in the field of biochemical research.  The awards are aimed at fostering excellence and diversity in education and science.
· Asif Rahman, a Hunter College Junior with a triple major in biology, political science and Thomas Hunter Special Honors, was awarded the Outstanding Poster Presentation in Biochemistry at the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students in Austin, Texas.  The conference is designed to encourage under-represented minority students to pursue advanced training in the biomedical and behavioral sciences.  

· Nataliya Binshteyn, a January 2008 Hunter College graduate, has been selected as one of 84 finalists for the Paul and Daisy Soros Fellowship for New Americans.  Nearly 900 students have applied for this highly competitive fellowship, which awards more than $20,000 towards a graduate of professional school education.  Binshteyn is also a finalist for the Merage Scholarship.  

I am extremely proud of the awards and honors achieved by Hunter faculty and student.  I would appreciate your assistance in announcing these outstanding achievements at the next Board of Trustees meeting.  Thank you.



Sincerely,








Jennifer J. Raab

cc:  Ms. Hourig Messerlian

       Ms. Gail Aidinoff Scovell

       Ms. Meredith Halpern
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