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Professor Andrew Polsky

Fall 2011

Second Examination

Instructions:  On the day of the examination, November 14th, you will be given a choice of two of the questions from the list below.  You will then have to answer one of the two questions.  No notes or books may be used during the exam.


1.  Demonstrate the value and limits of Skowronek’s regime model through an analysis of four presidents.  Drawing on your cases, explain which of his four “opportunity structures” offers the greatest analytical value in accounting for presidential outcomes and which offers the least.

2.  Presidents are both constrained by circumstances and able to shape the record of their administration.  Choose three presidents, at least one of whom held office before 1900, and explain how each was limited by the conditions under which he held office (refer to the models as appropriate) and how he left his imprint on the presidency as an institution and on public policies.


3.  Evaluate Abraham Lincoln’s performance as a wartime president.


4.  Explain the development of the modern presidency in its full complexity, using appropriate historical evidence.
