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Take-Home Final Exam

Instructions:  In an essay of up to 7 pages (2100 words), answer one of the questions below.  Your essay will be graded according to the standards used for papers, including organization, content, sources/citations, and writing.  Use citations to identify your sources, following the form given in the citation guide posted on Blackboard.  While you may refer to sources not on the syllabus, do not do so at the expense of class readings – you are responsible for using the material we have covered in the course.  This exam will be due on Monday, December 19th by 3:45 PM in the department office, Room 1724 HW.  Make sure my name is on the paper so it ends up in my mailbox.  You may not fax or e-mail the paper.  Late papers without a documented valid excuse will not be accepted.  Please ask the department secretary to initial the date and time when you drop off the exam.  Never leave a paper under my door.  Final exams may be picked up in the department office in January but they will not have comments on them.


1.  The Public President.  Explain the means by which presidents use the mass media for political and policy leadership and assess the effectiveness and limitations such efforts.  What risks do “presidential spectacles” and “communications wars” pose for the political system?

2.  The President as Chief Legislator.  Presidents have assumed greater roles in the modern era in shaping legislation, yet their success in securing the passage of measures varies.  Describe presidential resources for influencing the legislative process.  (Note that “process” here extends from agenda-setting through bureaucratic implementation.)  Then explain the variations in presidential success rates in securing congressional support for their legislative proposals.


3.  The Power to Wage War.  Explain the factors that have expanded the capacity of modern presidents to wage war and why, despite their enhanced capacity, they struggle to identify strategic alternatives when faced with a war that has become a military stalemate.  How did George W. Bush cope with these constraints in the Iraq War?
