Course: IT 345 and 714  Dante’s Paradiso   W 5:30-7:20   Spring 2009

Prof. G. Di Scipio    tel. (212) 772-5109 e-mail  Gdiscipi@hunter.cuny.edu
Office hours: MTh 4:00-5:15 or by appointment

This course will study the  Paradiso, the Epistle to Cangrande (XIII) and the Political Epistles (V,VI,VII,XI).  Aside from the Commedia  as a whole we shall  also refer to other works such as De Monarchia and the Convivio.  It is recommended that students familiarize themselves with these works. Students are required to come to class prepared having read the assigned material.  We will pay special attention to the third Cantica, the Paradiso in its poetics and its  theological-philosophical, historical and cosmological  aspects.

Texts: Recommended Italian editions such as : Dante Alighieri, La Divina Commedia: Paradiso, a cura di  E. Pasquini, A. Quaglio. Milano: Garzanti: 1989; or editions with commentary  by Bosco-Reggio,  Sapegno, Chiavacci- Leonardi.

For the easiest bilingual available edition, which I recommend: 

The Paradiso, translation by A. Mandelbaum. Introduction, by A. Mandelbaum, Notes  by A. Oldcorn, D. Feldman with G. Di Scipio.  New York: Bantam Paperback, 2004.  ISBN 0-55321204-4. $.6.95.

Dante, Paradiso, a verse translation by  Robert and Jean Hollander.  Introduction , Notes by Robert Hollander.  New York : Doulbleday, 2007.  PQ4315.4.H65 2007. Purchase the paperback Edition. ISBN 978-0-385-50678-6. $14.00.

Required  work:

We will have three written essays (50%), a midterm and a final (50%). The average will make up the final grade.

We will follow this syllabus:

January 27,  2009    Introduction, Epistle to Cangrande, Structure of the Paradiso.
Weekly schedule will  follow. Last day of classes is May 15, 2009.

A bibliography on books on Dante and the Paradiso, particularly, is attached.

Auerbach, Erich. Dante Poet of the Secular World.  R. Manheim trans. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1974. 

Barolini, Teodolinda. Dante’s Poets: Textuality and Truth in the Comedy. Princeton: PUP, 1984.

-------------------------. The Undivine Comedy. Princeton: PUP, 1992.

Cornish, Alison. Reading Dante’s Stars. New Haven, London: Yale Univ. Press, 2000.

Di Scipio, Giuseppe. The Symbolic Rose in Dante’s Paradiso. Ravenna: Longo, 1984 

-------------------------. The Presence of Pauline Thought in the Works of Dante.  

                                    New York-London: Mellen, 1995.

------------------------ “Dante`s Epistle V and St. Paul” in Voices in Translation, eds., D.                      Sinnreich and G. Sigal, New York:  AMS, 1991.

 ------------------------  “Dante and Politics”in  Di Scipio, G. and Scaglione A., eds. The Divine Comedy and the Encyclopedia  of   Arts   and Sciences. Philadelphia-Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1988, 267-284.

------------------------ “The Hebrew Women in Dante`s Symbolic Rose” ,  in Dante Studies  101 (1983):  111ff.

------------------------- “Dante and St. Paul: the Blinding Light and Water”, Dante Studies, 98 (1980): 151-157.

---------------“Paradiso XXIV” in Dante`s Divine Comedy Introductory Readings III:  Paradiso. Ed. Tibor Wlassics. Charlottesville, Virginia, Lectura Dantis Virginiana , 1995.

Durling, R. M. and Martinez, R. L. Time and the Chrystal: Studies in Dante`s Rime Petrose. Berkely, Los Angeles, Oxford: University of California Press, 1990.  PQ4309.D87 1990

Fallani, Giovanni. Poesia e Teologia nella Divina Commedia. Milano: Marzorati, 1959.

Ferrante, Joan.  The Political Vision of the Divine Comedy. Princeton: PUP, 1984.

-----------------. Dante’s Beatrice Priest of an Androgenous God. Binghamton: MRTS, 1992.

Freccero, John. Dante the Poetics of  Conversion.  Rachel Jacoff, ed. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard U.P., 1986.

Gardiner, Eileen, ed. Visions of Heaven and Hell before Dante. New York: Itralica Press, 1989.

Getto, Giovanni. Letture scelte della Divina Commedia. PQ  4332 G4.

Gilson, E. Dante the Philosopher.  PQ4412 G55 1949.

Hollander, Robert. Allegory in Dante’s Commedia. Princeton: P. U. Press, 1970.

----------------------. Dante and Paul’s Five Words with Understanding. Binghamton: MRST, 1992.

---------------------- Studies in Dante. Ravenna: Longo, 1980.

Kay, Richard. Dante`s Christian Astrology. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1994. PQ4401K391994.

Mazzotta, Giuseppe. Dante Poet of the Desert. Princeton: PUP, 1979.

Moews, Christian. The Metaphysics of Dante`s Comedy. New York, London: Oxford University Press, 2005.  PQ4432.M556M64 2005.

Morgen, Raffaello. Dante Profeta. Milano: Jaca Book, 1983. 

Nardi, Bruno. Dal Convivio alla Commedia. Roma: ISI, 1960.

--------------- Dante e la cultura medievale. Bari: Laterza, 1983. 

Pelican, Iaroslav. Eternal Feminines. Rutgers, NJ: Rutgers UP, 1990. 

Petrocchi, Giorgio. La selva del protonotaio. Napoli: Marano, 1988.

-----------------------. Il Paradiso di Dante. Milano: BUR, 1978.

Raffa, Guy. Divine Dialectic: Dante`s Incarnational Poetry. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2000.      PQ 4390.R33 2000.

Reynolds, Barbara. Dante, the Poet, the Political Thinker, the Man. Emeryville, Cal : Shemaker and Hoard, 2006.

Sarolli, G.R.  Prolegomena alla  Divina Commedia. Florence: Olschki, 1970.

Singleton, C.S. Journey to Beatrice. Cambridge: Harvard Univ.  Press. 1978, repr.

-------------------  The Divine Comedy: Paradiso Text and Commentary. Princeton, N.J., PUP, 1975.

Vallone, Aldo. Studi medievali. Florence, 1965.

-----------------. Ricerche  Dantesche, Lecce: Milella, 1967.

Do not forget to consult the Enciclopedia Dantesca ( Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana, 1970) and  the Dante Encyclopedia (2000), The Encyclopedia  of Sex and Gender. Detroit, New  York: Thompson Gale, 2007: entries by G. Di Scipio: Thomas Aquinas, Beatrice,  Catholicism, Courtly love, Dante Alighieri,  Saint Paul, Song of Songs.  They can  be found on the forth floor Reference  of the Hunter  Library.

Dante in a Technology Era  (Dante on the internet is very useful and popular):  see Societa`  Dantesca Italiana, Dante Society of America, Dante Web, for text and illustrations:  

www.brandeis.edu/library/dante ,   www.princeton.edu/-dante, www.ilt.columbia,edu/projects/dante, Digital Dante Project, American Dante Bibliography ; consult the Journals: Dante Studies and Studi danteschi,  and others Journals  on line through J Store.

