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WELCOME FROM THE DEAN 

I am delighted to introduce the new Division, Schools of the Health Professions Newsletter, Community Outlook.
As you know, the Division SHP was created in 1997, when the Hunter-Bellevue School of Nursing and the School of Health Sciences merged.  There have been dramatic changes in SHP this past decade, with even more to come during the next few years.  Community Outlook will update you on significant events occurring at SHP and its 2 schools and Centers - The Center for Community and Urban Health and the Center for Occupational and Environmental Health. You’ll be reading about faculty who taught you during your student days, and introduce you to new faculty members who have recently joined us. We’ll also keep you informed about significant scholarly accomplishments, major faculty grants, professional organization appointments, public service activities and student achievements.
Some recent  highlights include our four new doctoral programs - the Doctor of Audiology, Doctor of Physical Therapy, Doctor of Nursing Science and soon- to- be- approved Doctor of Public Health.  All programs are consortium programs, offered in collaboration with other CUNY colleges and the CUNY Graduate Center.  The AuD has admitted its second class of students, the DPT and DNS have admitted their first classes, and the DPH plans to admit students in the Fall of 2007. There have been significant improvements to our campus: the Communication Sciences clinic was completely renovated and opened in October 2003.  We also constructed a new nursing laboratory, the Shifrin Ambulatory Care Laboratory. We were fortunate to be able to upgrade the hospital simulation nursing laboratory, now renamed the Joyce Hope Memorial Laboratory in honor of Dr. Hope, thanks to the generous support of alumni and other donors.
And progress continues.  Soon we hope to embark on an initiative to build a new Science and Health Professions building complex.  SHP schools and programs will be housed in a state-of-the-art health professions building, which will enhance our ability to educate the finest health professionals in New York City.  In addition, as CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein recently announced, we are developing the first public, graduate School of Public Health in New York City.  The Urban Public Health Program, located in the School of Health Sciences, SHP, will form the core of the new school, and UPH faculty members are taking leadership roles in creating the CUNY School of Public Health at Hunter College.  Future issues of Community Outlook will offer more details on these major initiatives. 
Finally, I want to thank you, the alumni of our two schools, for your support and interest over the past years.  We look forward to involving you in our projects and initiatives, as well as seeing you back on campus.
Laurie N. Sherwen, PhD, RN, FAAN

Dean and Professor,

Schools of the Health Professions

UPCOMING EVENTS

· ORGS Poster Presentation, April 25, 2007, location TBA 

· The Hunter College 4th Annual Dorothy F. Epstein Lecture in Nutrition

April 25, 2007, Brookdale Auditorium

Have information to contribute to our newsletter? We welcome your contributions!  Email all submissions to Regan Christie, Editor, at regan.christie@hunter.cuny.edu
ALL IN A DAY’S WORK

PUBLIC HEALTH STUDY EXAMINES  IMPACT  OF OIL COMPANIES IN THE NIGER DELTA
Poverty in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, complete with an escalating incidence of HIV/AIDS,  polluted environment,  ethnic violence, malnutrition, illiteracy and unemployment, has been a dismal fact of life for nearly 10 million people ( 50 per cent of the population) living there.

Dr. Dee Burton, a faculty member in the Urban Public Health program, worked on a significant case study that details the pernicious effects of major oil companies’ exploration of the Niger Delta during the past 50 years. Until 1958, when Shell began drilling oil in the region, the fourteen ethnic groups of the Niger Delta lived by fishing and farming. Oil exports today, primarily the products of Shell, Chevron-Texaco, and Exxon-Mobil, comprise 98.5% of Nigeria’s total exports. At the same time, a dwindling percentage of the Niger Delta peoples are able to subsist from the damaged land and polluted waters; revenues from oil exports are not shared equitably with the Niger Delta residents.  Efforts at community mobilization to protest the environmental destruction and inequitable distribution of oil revenues have been met with force from Nigerian security personnel. This case study also discusses the responsibility of the United States government in the exploitation of the Niger Delta, and strategies that public health professionals can use to encourage the U.S. government to modify its practices via its oil companies.  

For additional information on this study, contact:

· Dee Burton, PhD, Urban Public Health Program, School of Health Sciences, Hunter College, City University of New York, 425 E. 25th Street, Room 923W, New York, NY, 10010, 212-481-4345, dburton@hunter.cuny.edu 

· Vincent Idemyor, PharmD, College of Health Sciences, University of Port Harcourt, Visiting Professorship Program, Port Harcourt, Nigeria, idemyor@juno.com.  

SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE MOVIE “FAST FOOD NATION” AT BROOKDALE CAMPUS

On November 16, 2006, The New York Coalition for Healthy School Lunches invited the Hunter College community and the public to a pre-release screening of “Fast Food Nation” starring Bobby Canavale, Ethan Hawke, Greg Kinnear, Avril Lavigne, and Catalina Sandino Moreno, directed by Oscar nominee , Richard Linklater , and written by Eric Schlosser, author of   Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal .The book , a  New York Times bestseller  when it was published in 2001 , offers a  provocative  exploration of the fast food industry. The movie accurately presents the down side of our industrialized food system, which is adversely affecting the environment, small family farms and our own health   For additional information, contact Dr. Arlene Spark at DRSPARK99@aol.com.

STUDENT RESPONSE TO SCREENING OF “FAST FOOD NATION”

By Alexandra Vodyanyuk, NFS Undergraduate Student
Fast Food Nation raises awareness of food politics and the flaws of the meat packing industry. It is a well-performed script that focuses on the working hazards and sexual harassment in the meat packing industry, harmful ingredients in processed meat and means of bringing about change.  The film, though educational and inspirational lacks focus on nutrition information and the hidden secret of what makes up a burger patty.  Vaguely, you learn the “reason why it only costs $0.99”.  

The startling images of slaughter and butchery may make you queasy, but will leave an everlasting impression.  The movie affects you on a deeper level.  It is more personal and sentimental.

For those looking for a concrete ending this movie isn’t right for you.  There is no closure, no catharsis its open ended and unresolved. It perfectly depicts real life because not everything is black and white and there isn’t always a solid yes or no answer.  The intention is to bring about change whether you are an activist, an executive in a food industry or a simple naïve teenager.  I highly recommend this movie even to those who have low tolerance for gruesome scenes.

I enjoyed the whole program: the movie, Q&A with the author and director, and the panel discussion.  I found it very useful, especially for my interest in nutrition and food politics.  What interested me the most was the positive outlook from the author in regards to eating healthy.  He encourages and says it’s possible to avoid eating fast food even when you are on a tight budget.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

THE HUNTER COLLEGE 4TH ANNUAL DOROTHY F. EPSTEIN LECTURE IN NUTRITION

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Brookdale Auditorium

Presented by David L. Katz, MD, MPH, FACPM, FACP

Associate Professor, Public Health

Director, Prevention Research Center, Yale University School of Medicine

Medical Contributor, ABC News

Registration, Networking and Reception at 5:30pm, program at 6:30pm sharp

One CPEU for RDs and DTRs applied for

This FREE event is open to Health care practitioners, researchers, faculty and students 

Seating is limited; RSVP by April 15 at www.nynjerc.org/epstein
For additional information, contact Dr. Ming-Chin Yeh at myeh@hunter.cuny.edu
OVERSEAS PROGRAMS AND STUDIES OPPORTUNITIES
MEXICO: LEARN SPANISH FOR THE HEALTH PROFESSIONS--   University Studies Abroad Consortium (USAC) offers two four-week sessions (June/July) for students who want to study in Mexico. Students have the opportunity to take courses in Sociology/Health, Spanish or Latin American Studies. Spanish courses range from introductory, 100-level courses to advanced 600-level courses. Academic credits are available, including credits for core courses (pending advisors approval). Visit http://usac.unr.edu. DEADLINE: APRIL 1st (June) and MAY 1st (July). (Undergraduate and Graduate Students) 
INDIA: Work with Child Family Health International. This is a 2-week nursing program for students interested in immersion in the Indian culture, community health programs and treatment of HIV/AIDS.  The program provides service learning and practical educational opportunities for the nursing student interested in public health. All clinical sites are in INDIA. Request for academic credits require university approval prior to departure. Scholarships are available.  Visit www.cfhi.org. DEADLINE: JUNE 15, 2007 (Undergraduate)
                         Contact information

                 SHP Office for Overseas Studies

                               Room 600A

                              212-431-4881

ORGS 1ST ANNUAL RESEARCH DAY 

ORGS (Office of Research and Grant Support), with the support of Dean Sherwen, is proud to announce the Schools of the Health Professions 1st Annual Research Day on Wednesday, April 25, 2007.

To promote the research done by SHP students and faculty, ORGS will display their research posters.  Posters are based on retrospective or prospective, descriptive or experimental research that is qualitative or quantitative in nature.  Literature reviews were also accepted as poster presentations.  Preparation of posters was supported by the Dean’s Office.  A prize will be awarded to the best student poster.  For additional information on Research Day, please contact the ORGS Co-Directors, Dr. Carol Roye and Dr. Carol Silverman.

, 
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RETIREMENT CORNER

By Dr. Sheila B. Jeffers, former Associate Dean 

As we transition through life we find ourselves wearing different titles in life.  Some titles tell who we are.  Others tell the groups we belong to. Then there are the titles that explain what we are doing or what we have done.  Each title brings a certain amount of responsibilities, status to maintain, corresponding privileges and  respect.
Still, there is a special title several of the SHP personnel recently acquired: “retiree .Often taken for granted, it reflects an individual’s accomplishments over time.  It is the imprint the individual leaves on an institution.  Retirement is that treasure we all want and hope to attain at an appropriate time in our life so that we can say we are among the loyal ones who provided service to an institution.
However, there is a downside of retirement. The institution loses the energy, knowledge, and expertise of these valued individuals. During this past year the Schools of the Health Professions lost over 40 years of collective expertise when four employees retired.  To help you reflect on their contributions we provide you with a few brain-teasers.  See if you can identify whom you will be missing when the fall semester begins.  


Before she came to Hunter College, she was Assistant to the Dean at Seton Hall University’s School of Nursing.  


Her friend Gloria Essoka informed her of a similar opening at Hunter-Bellevue School of Nursing.  This cemented the walls of the friendship as work in the same building since October 1982 and had more time to play off of one another’s energy.


She fondly recalls the days of the cafeteria in the Rotunda area where folks would gather to eat and relax during their lunch breaks.  She recalls having to use the duplicating machines before the days of the Xerox, and the IBM typewriters before the PC.  She says she recalls those purple mimeograph reproducers and how everyone took the time to smell that purple ink.


She considers her time at Hunter to be joyful and enriching, although at times frustrating and exhausting.


She feels she has been part of a great community here at Brookdale and will miss this part of her life very much

· By the way, she loves to dance and is a great dancer, especially during Christmas Time 

Who is she?


She came to Hunter College 40 years ago with a minor in Home Economics.


When she arrived at Hunter, the campus just became co-ed.

· Women wearing pants to school was unheard of when she started at Hunter. 

· There was no tuition when she came…only student activities fees.

· She only meant to stay a short time but met people like Deborah Blocker, a great friend. 

· She has taught, tutored and mentored students in nutrition.  She worked with Deborah Blocker on nutritional programs for children in the urban community. 


Hunter’s academic calendar gave her the opportunity to spend time with her own children 


She has seen the students come and go, but many of the faculty have stayed the same


One of her favorite aspects of her job is working with the students and she will miss that work dearly when she leaves

Who is she? 

Answer: Gloria Ramos, Nora Baker
 

ALUMNI CORNER

· We would love to hear from our Alumni! Have information to contribute to our newsletter? We welcome your contributions!  Email all submissions to Regan Christie, Editor, at regan.christie@hunter.cuny.edu. 
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