
NEW MINOR POLICY 
 
The Hunter College Senate resolution of March 4, 2009 makes it optional for students to declare a minor 
and leaves the determination of courses required in a minor concentration to the minor departments or 
programs which choose to offer such sequences.  In the interest of an orderly and timely transition to the 
new situation, the following implementation procedures were approved at the April 1st Senate meeting: 
 
 

Procedures for Implementing Minor Policy  
 

Note: In the following, the department or program offering (or overseeing) a minor will be referred to as the “minor department.” 
 
1.  Dates of Implementation: 

a.   The fulfillment of a minor sequence has become optional as of March 4, 2009. 
b.   A student has the right (but not the obligation) to complete any minor sequence that was declared and approved by 

his/her major department prior to the last day of the current Spring term, May 26, 2009. 
c.   After the last day of the Spring term 2009 only courses of study approved for the purpose by the minor department may 

be declared as minors. 
d.   The Senate resolution of March 4, 2009 does not affect the ability of departments or programs to require that students 

who want to register for certain classes must have taken specific prerequisite courses from within or without the 
department prior to registering for such classes. 

 
2. Approval of Minor 
 Course sequences leading to a minor and other departmental requirements for the minor must be approved by the 

appropriate Departmental Curriculum Committee and the Undergraduate Course of Study Committee. To expedite the 
transition, the Senate Undergraduate Course of Study Committee will accept proposals for minors directly from academic 
departments or programs during the Spring and Fall semesters of 2009.  

 
3.  Scope of the minor: 

A minor must consist of at least 12 credits and at most 18 credits as specified by the minor department.   
 

4.  Student Information: 
 In order to facilitate student planning, the department offering the minor must explicitly state the courses required for the 

minor and the total number of credit hours necessary to fulfill all minor requirements, including the number of credits for all 
pre-requisites and co-requisites for minor courses, no matter whether these are to be taken inside or outside of the 
department offering the minor. [This does not affect the department’s definition of the courses to be included in the minor 
but refers to the need for a full disclosure of pre-requisites to these minor courses.] 

 
5.  Departmental Proposal of Minor Courses of Study. 
 The proposal for approval of a minor must include the following: 
 a.  Catalog description of the minor program including the information specified in points 3 and 4 above. 
 b.   Brief “Learning Outcomes” statement 
 c.  Rationale  
 
 

New Catalog Wording for Major and Minor 
 

At its meeting of 6 May 2009, the Hunter College Senate approved the following new wording for the 2007-2010 
Undergraduate Catalog, Section 4: Academic Programs and Policies: 
 
Page 25  
Major Field of Study 
Students must choose a major field of study for a Bachelor’s degree at Hunter College (A major for a BA usually consists of 24 
to 30 credits, a major for a BS is approximately 60 credits). See Major Field of Study on page 63. 
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Elective Courses 
Elective courses are courses chosen by the student, provided the prerequisites are met, to complete the total credits required for 
the degree. See Elective (or Optional) Credits on page 64. 
 
Pages 63-64  
MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY  
The total number of credits for the Bachelor’s degree is 120.  In order to earn a Bachelor’s degree at Hunter College, a student 
must fulfill not only General Education Requirements (GER) but also must select a major field of study (major). A major is a 
concentration of courses in a particular subject area. A major for a BA usually consists of 24 to 30 credits, a major for a BS is 
approximately 60 credits. 
 
All majors offered by Hunter College have been authorized by the New York State Education Department. See Degree and 
Certificate Programs, page 23. 
 
Requirements for a Major 
All matriculated students must declare a major no later than the semester in which the combination of credits earned and credits 
for which they are currently registered totals 61 or greater. Transfer students entering with 60 credits or more must declare their 
major before the end of their first semester of attendance at Hunter. Students may find that some courses and career opportunities 
are available to them only if they have declared a major. In addition, under New York State guidelines, students who have not yet 
declared a major by the 61-credit point are ineligible for TAP financial aid. To declare or change a major, a student should get a 
major declaration form from the OASIS, Room 217 Hunter North and confer with an adviser in the major department.  
 
For students who are nearing the 61-credit point and remain undecided about their choice of major, there are a number of avenues 
of assistance. Designated faculty in each academic department advise prospective majors about the undergraduate programs and 
related career possibilities. Also, the counselors in the Office of Student Services and Career Development Services offer 
assistance in choosing a major. The college is concerned that students select their major with careful consideration and with good 
knowledge of the range of options. 
 
To earn a Hunter degree, students must complete at least half of their major credits at Hunter. 
 
Double Major 
It is possible to have a double major in the BA degree. The student must complete all of the General Education Requirement, 
satisfy the sequence of study for both majors and file a major declaration form  for each approved major. The double major must 
consist of courses taken in liberal arts departments or programs.  
 
The Minor 
A minor is a secondary concentration usually related to the student’s educational or career goals. A minor program consists of a 
set of courses that are defined as a minor by an academic department or program. A minor encompasses at least 12 and at most 
18 credits. Fulfilling the requirements for a minor is an option for students who want to document abilities in an academic field in 
addition to their major. It is left to the decision of individual departments or programs whether they offer a set of courses leading 
to a minor. Interdisciplinary minors may be established between two or more departments.  
 
A student has the option of declaring up to two minors. 
 
To declare or change a minor, a student should get a minor form from the OASIS, Room 217 Hunter North, and confer with an 
adviser in the minor department. 
 
In order to graduate with a minor in a specific field, a student must maintain a grade point average of at least 2.0 in the courses 
taken in that field. 
 
Minors require that at least one half of the credits be taken at Hunter College; there may be exceptions to this within specific 
departments; please refer to departmental guidelines. 
 
Courses from the minor can be used without limit to satisfy Stages 1, 2 and 3 of the Core, the Writing requirement and the 
Pluralism & Diversity Requirement. Although this does not lessen the number of credits required for the degree, it frees those 
credits to be used in an elective area. 
 
Adolescent Education:  
Students who want to become teachers in secondary schools must complete the adolescent education sequence of 23 credits and 
may also have to take some liberal arts courses beyond those required for the General Education Requirement. To be admitted to 
this program, students must apply to the School of Education.  See the School of Education section for the admission process.  
The adolescent education program leads to NYS certification.  
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The Major and the GER 
Students may apply up to two courses from their major to satisfy Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the Core; only one of these is permitted 
to fulfill a Stage 1 requirement and only one a Stage 2 requirement. 
 
Note: Students who have declared two or more majors can use up to two courses from one of those majors to satisfy Stage 1 and 
Stage 2 of the Core. Only one of these is permitted to fulfill a Stage 1 requirement and only one a Stage 2 requirement. Courses 
from the minors and any additional majors can be used without limit to satisfy Stages 1, 2 and 3 of the Core, the Writing 
Requirement and the Pluralism & Diversity Requirement. 
 
Departmental Majors 
BA Degree These are majors concentrated within one department. The major for a BA usually consists of 24 to 30 credits In 
order to graduate, a student must have a minimum GPA of 2.0 in the courses designated for the major. Major departments may 
have higher requirements. Each student should consult the major department for details and also check the department’s 
description of the major in the catalog. 
 
The following are departments and/or programs that offer majors leading to the BA degree. 
 
 


