Project H.O.P.E.

Program Description

Project H.O.P.E. (Hope, Opportunity, Pride and Empowerment) is a program sponsored by Olmsted County Community Services and is a collaborative effort of the Boys and Girls Club of Rochester, the Rochester Public Schools, and Family Services of Rochester.

As the name signifies, the staff of Project H.O.P.E. believes in the following:

· Hope for the future

· Opportunity to achieve a better life

· Pride in one’s family and heritage

· Empowerment to overcome obstacles preventing positive growth and change

Project H.O.P.E. is a program for parents and their children designed to empower families in the community through advocacy, education and support.

 The program strives to enhance participants:

· Ability to overcome obstacles confronting families of color, particularly in the areas of education, housing and employment.

· Ability to achieve a change in self-perception from one of victim of oppression to survivor of oppression.

· Ability to develop personal, community or agency supports to cope with the majority society.

· Ability to make long range plans.

· Ability to accept a positive position in the community.

The program’s focus will be on engaging families in partnership to build safety and well-being for children through advocacy, education and support and providing an entry point to needed services. It is hoped that the preventive nature of the program will obviate the need for Child Protection intervention in many cases.

However, we also recognize that a successful partnership requires that all the parties share in the responsibility to make it work. Therefore, our goal of safety and well-being for families and children will involve working to insure efficient and effective collaborative relationships between agencies and organizations.

 Our common goal will be to enhance positive outcomes in families challenged by economic, educational and social issues.

Project H.O.P.E. will have a social workers who can help find answers to questions concerning finances, apartment and home finding, transportation, drug and alcohol treatment, pregnancy prevention and assistance, school issues, MFIP and any thing else that may be of concern. He or She will be available to provide case management and linkage to needed services for families. Parents or children just need to drop by or call with questions or concerns. Families can also be referred by other providers. The intent of the program is to provide easy access to the system.

Families will be invited to attend monthly programs at the Boys and Girls Club. There will be discussions and presentations on issues that families identify as important to them and that they would like to learn more about E.g. Housing, Personal Finance, Nutrition on a Budget, Getting the Best Education for Your Child, Developing a Healthy Lifestyle, etc.

