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Students who enter the MA Program in Theatre during and after the Fall 2009 semester will no longer be required to complete a Master’s thesis. The thesis is now an honors option subject to the permission and approval of the Graduate faculty. Students not completing a master’s thesis will be required to take a 3-credit elective course in place of THC 799—Master’s Essay to complete the 30 required credits.

A written proposal must be submitted to the Graduate Committee. The proposal should describe your project and methodology and include an outline and preliminary bibliography.  Justification should be made for the importance of the particular study. The proposal should not be submitted until the student has passed the comprehensive examination. Attach a list of all courses completed towards the degree, grade received, and instructor. The candidate may name a first and second choice for a faculty advisor who will guide the student through the work.  Every attempt will be made to assign one of the chosen faculty members as the thesis advisor, but the ultimate assignment of readers is made by the committee on the basis of faculty workload and areas of specialization. The proposal must be approved and initialed by a member of the faculty (who is not obligatorily the thesis advisor) prior to submission to the committee.


Once the project is approved and a faculty sponsor has been named, the candidate should confer with the advisor before beginning work. The Master’s Thesis should be approximately 50-60 pages in length. The department has completed theses available for students to study for form. Before submitting a final draft, be sure to obtain a copy of Hunter College’s Guidelines for the Preparation of the Master’s Thesis from the graduate advisor. 

Master’s Thesis Categories:

1. Historical Research. This thesis attempts to document the past. Primary source materials should preponderate. The essay should be limited in scope so that a complete and definitive study that adds to the body of historical knowledge in theatre can be accomplished.

2. Descriptive Research. Comparative studies, surveys, activity analyses, trends and predictive studies fall under this category. Fact gathering and discovering the meaning of the facts is the goal.

3. The Critical Study. The critical approach is a method of evaluation through the interpretation of data. Be certain to establish the criteria upon which judgments will be based.

4. Playwriting. With special permission, advanced students of playwriting may submit an original full-length play as a Master’s Thesis. An introductory essay of 15-20 pages is also required. An adaptation or translation is acceptable under special conditions; in such cases, the accompanying essay would be more extensive. Approval of a Playwriting Thesis is dependent upon proven ability, originality, and feasibility.

5. Other types of theses may be possible with the permission of the graduate advisor and committee.

