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Welcome from President Jennifer J. Raab 

 

As President of Hunter College, I welcome you to Hunter College’s fourth annual 

Undergraduate Research Conference.  The conference provides a forum for and celebrates Hunter 

undergraduates’ research, scholarship, and creative endeavors.  

 

Success at public and private colleges and universities is increasingly defined by what 

students do outside the classroom and not just in it. Supporting student research experiences and 

creativity outside the classroom alongside Hunter’s extraordinary faculty has a transformative effect 

on students' professional and personal lives. Students who engage collaboratively with faculty and 

their peers on research questions and who share new knowledge and creative ideas develop the 

skills they need to succeed in college and beyond. As a result, students realize dreams they never 

had before and they will have developed the skills and confidence to achieve them.  

 

The conference includes poster presentations and oral presentations given by our Hunter 

undergraduates. I invite you to actively engage with the students who have spent countless hours 

preparing this work. There would be no conference without their passion and eagerness to share 

their knowledge and creativity with us! 

 

I also encourage all of these students’ undergraduate peers to consider going beyond the 

classroom to pursue research, and scholarly and creative activities of their own. The path toward 

learning outside the classroom is supported at this conference through a panel of Hunter faculty and 

alumni in a session titled, “Tips for Pursuing Research Opportunities.” Over lunch, students will learn 

from panelists about how to get involved in conducting research. Undergraduates who are thinking 

about going to graduate school after Hunter College are encouraged to attend another lunch session 

titled, “Preparing for, and Thriving in, Graduate School.” Hunter alumni who have gone on to 

graduate programs will offer their advice at this session. I encourage your attendance at both. 

 

The Undergraduate Research Conference supports student engagement with Hunter’s 

community of faculty, student scholars, and alumni. The conference also provides students with 

opportunities to practice their presentation skills, learn the importance of networking outside the 

classroom, and develop skills to succeed academically and professionally. As an annual event, the 

conference fosters Hunter’s emergent culture of excellence in undergraduate work, and supports 

Hunter’s strategic plan to increase research orientation and student success. 

 

I am thrilled to continue my support for this event and thank all those involved including the 

students, faculty, alumni, and Hunter friends who’s efforts have ensured the conference will be a 

success. Enjoy! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jennifer J. Raab 

President 
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Conference Schedule* 

All events will take place in the West Building at Hunter College 

Time 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016  Wednesday, April 20, 2016 

3rd Floor Lobby 3rd Floor Main Cafeteria 3rd Floor Glass Cafeteria 

 

1st Floor Lobby 1st Floor Lobby 3rd Floor Glass Cafeteria 

8:00 – 9:00 
 

 

  

 
 

 

Registration** 

(8:30 – 5:30) 

 

Registration** 

(8:30 – 3:30) 9:00 – 10:00 

Oral Presentations #1 

(9:00 – 11:30) 

Oral Presentations #4 

(9:00 – 11:30) 
Poster Session #1  

(9:45 - 11:45) 

Poster Session #3 

(9:45 - 11:45) 

10:00 – 11:00 

11:00 – 12:00 

  

  

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch: Preparing for and Thriving in 

Graduate School  

(12:00 – 1:30) 

Lunch: Tips for Pursuing Research 

Opportunities  

(12:00 – 1:30) 

1:00 – 2:00 

  

Poster Session #2  

(1:45 – 3:45) 

Poster Session #4  

(1:45 – 3:45) 

2:00 – 3:00 

Oral Presentations #2  

(2:00 – 4:00) Oral Presentations #5 

(2:00– 4:30) 
3:00 – 4:00  

 

 

4:00 – 5:00 

 

Oral Presentations #3 

(4:15 – 6:15) 

 

5:00 – 6:00 Wrap-up Social and Awards 

Ceremony 

(5:00 – 6:30) 

 

6:00 – 7:00  

 

 

*Please see Proceedings for list of posters and oral presentations | **Selfie Station near Registration Area - #HunterUGRC on Instagram!  
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http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/participate/registration
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/participate/registration
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/oralpresenters#OralP1
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/oralpresenters#OralP4
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/posterpresenters#Session1
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/posterpresenters#Session3
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/lunchsessions#gradschool
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/lunchsessions#gradschool
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/lunchsessions#tipsROPS
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/lunchsessions#tipsROPS
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/posterpresenters#Session2
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/posterpresenters#Session4
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/oralpresenters#OralP2
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/oralpresenters#OralP5
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/speakers/oralpresenters#OralP3
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/awards
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/ugresearchconference/awards
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Conference Map - Day 1 

Tuesday, April 19th 2016 

 

 

 

 



 

6 
 

Conference Map - Day 2 

Wednesday, April 20th 2016 
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Lunch Sessions 

 

Preparing for & Thriving in Graduate School 

April 19th, 12:00pm – 1:30pm, 3rd Floor Glass Cafeteria 

 

A member of Hunter’s faculty and panel of experts from various disciplines and fields will give advice 

and talk about their graduate school experiences. Their tips and stories will provide ideas about what 

to do now as an undergraduate student to best prepare for graduate school and how to choose and 

make the most of the graduate experience. Students will have the opportunity to socialize and meet 

with the graduate students in groups over lunch. 

 

 

Michael Steiper, Ph.D. (faculty speaker) 

Professor of Anthropology, Hunter College 

Michael Steiper is a physical anthropologist with research interests in 

primate molecular evolution.  Professor Steiper directs the Anthropological 

Genetics Lab at Hunter College.  His specific research interests have included 

the speed of the mutation rate among primates, molecular adaptation to 

pathogens, the phylogenetic relationships among primate species, and the 

correspondence between paleontological and molecular timescales for primate evolution.  Professor 

Steiper received his B.A. from NYU and his Ph.D. from Harvard University.  

 

Kelle Jacob 

Marketing, Fashion Institute of Technology, Hunter Alumna 

Kelle Jacob is the Global Marketing Manager of the Estee Edit by Estee 

Lauder. She has over five years of experience identifying new product and 

business opportunities and ensuring the companies relevancy with emerging 

consumer groups. Over the past year, Ms. Jacob has been a key stake holder 

in one of the company’s most entrepreneurial endeavors in recent time—the 

development of a new brand to target the Millennial consumer in partnership 

with Sephora. Ms. Jacob is also a founder and former Executive Co-Chair of 

The Estée Lauder Companies’ Millennial Employee Resource Group, GenNEXT, leading the group’s 

Innovation efforts.  During her two year tenure she led a team of over 300 millennial employees to 

support business’s mission to engage the millennial consumer. Some of her initiatives included 

identifying partnerships with companies such as Google and Snapchat to developing new products by 

millennials for millennials. Prior to joining The Estée Lauder Companies, Ms. Jacob was the Founder 

and CEO of Oswald Cleveland Gallery, where she managed the global promotion of over 40 emerging 

and established young artists. She was also a contestant on Cycle 3 of America’s Next Top Model. She 

holds a Bachelor of Arts with a concentration in Media Studies from Hunter College and a Master of 

Professional Studies in Cosmetics and Fragrance Marketing and Management from the FIT. She sits on 

the Board of Trustees for the Hunter College Foundation. 
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Dayle Hodge 

Biomedical Science, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

Dayle Hodge is a student in the combined MD/PhD Program at the Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine located in Bronx, NY. Prior to matriculating at 

Albert Einstein, Dayle received his bachelor’s degree in Aerospace 

Engineering (with a minor in French Language and Literature), a bachelor’s 

degree in Mechanical Engineering and a master’s degree in Mechanical 

Engineering, all from the University at Buffalo. Following graduation, Dayle 

worked as a biomedical engineer for NuVasive, Inc. (a biotechnology 

company in San Diego, CA that specializes in the design of minimally 

invasive orthopedic spine surgery). Currently, Dayle is conducting research 

for his PhD thesis, which focuses on the role of mammary stem cells in 

breast cancer pathogenesis. 

 

 

Sasha Neha Ahuja, M.A. 

Social Work, Columbia University Alumna, Hunter Alumna 

Sasha Neha Ahuja is a social worker, community organizer and advocate 

from New York City. Galvanized by her father's work as a yellow taxi driver 

in post-9/11 New York, she got her start in progressive organizing at the 

NY Taxi Workers Alliance over a decade ago. Since then, Sasha has built 

her career anchoring racial and gender justice and facilitating community-

driven policy change at organizations like the Urban Justice Center, 

Planned Parenthood of New York City, and the National Association of 

Social Workers. Currently she serves as Deputy Director of the Policy & 

Innovation Division, within the Speaker’s Office at the NYC Council. In this 

role, Sasha is supporting Council Members' work on shared priorities, 

such as a joint platform to curtail climate change, efforts to lift up low 

wage work and executing the largest participatory budgeting program in 

the nation. Sasha is also driving Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito’s Young 

Women’s Initiative, the first-in-the-nation initiative dedicated to young women and girls of color. Sasha 

is also an Adjunct Instructor at the Silberman School of Social Work at Hunter College and Touro 

Graduate School of Social Work where she teaches Social Policy and Power, Privilege & Oppression 

(respectively). In 2015, she was recognized as part of City & State’s Class of 2015 40 Under 40 New 

York City Rising Stars. Sasha holds a BA from Hunter College of the City University of New York (free 

CUNY!) and a MS in Social Work from Columbia University.  
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Bridgit Boulahanis  

Earth & Environmental Science, Columbia University, Hunter alumna 

Bridgit Boulahanis is a Ph.D. student at Columbia University, where she 

was awarded a Dean’s Fellowship to study Marine Geophysics at the 

Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory. Bridgit’s research focuses on Mid-Ocean Ridge dynamics, 

submarine volcanic eruptions, and seismicity at spreading centers. Bridgit is a graduate of Hunter 

College (2014), where she earned a B.A. in Environmental Science with a minor in Mathematics. 

 

 

Inna Saboshchuk 

Social Psychology, The CUNY Graduate Center, Hunter Alumna 

Inna is a doctoral candidate at the Basic and Applied Social Psychology 

subprogram at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. 

She is currently a graduate research associate at the Hunter AIDS 

Research Team (HART) and her research interests surround the 

interaction between social identity and sexual health. More specifically, 

Inna utilizes mixed methodology in order to explore how societal factors 

influence our sexual identities and how these identities relate to the 

decisions we make about our sexual behavior. In addition to her 

research at HART, Inna works as an adjunct instructor in the psychology 

department at Hunter College. 

 

Michael Turman 

Clinical Psychology, Long Island University-Brooklyn, Hunter Alumnus 

Michael is a doctoral student in Clinical Psychology at Long Island 

University-Brooklyn. He graduated magna cum laude from Hunter College 

with a B.A. in Psychology in 2014. At Hunter, Michael worked closely 

under Dr. Sarit Golub, on the Hunter AIDS Research Team. Michael's 

current research interests center on isolating and exploring mechanisms 

of acculturative stress in Latino immigrant populations. His clinical 

interests center around integrating continued discourse on acculturative stress and cultural 

competence within current psychodynamic and behavioral psychological treatment modalities. 

Michael recently received an Honorable Mention from the American Psychological Association's 

Minority Fellowship Program. Michael aspires to work with at-risk Latino populations to provide 

sensitive psychological care, conduct research to further the understanding of acculturative stress, 

and teach at the university level.  

 



 

10 
 

Tips for Pursuing Research Opportunities  

April 20th, 12:00 - 1:30pm, 3rd Floor Glass Cafeteria  

 

 

A panel of two Hunter College faculty and two Hunter Alumni from across the disciplines will provide 

tips about how to get involved in research and scholarship outside the classroom, etiquette as a 

student and evolving, and how to identify and pursue graduate school and other opportunities 

outside of Hunter that will help students achieve their future goals. 

 

 

Dixie Goss, Ph.D. 

Professor of Chemistry, Hunter College 

Dixie J. Goss is a biophysicist/biochemist, educated in a one-room 

schoolhouse in rural Nebraska, Nebraska Wesleyan University, and the 

University of Nebraska. Her research has focused on the role of RNA 

structure in regulation of protein synthesis and protein interactions. She 

has over 100 publications and presentations and is funded by the 

National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health. Currently, she is Professor and 

Gertrude Elion Endowed Scholar of Chemistry at Hunter College. 

 

 

Regina Miranda, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Psychology, Hunter College 

Regina Miranda is a Professor of Psychology at Hunter College and a 

faculty member in the Doctoral Program in Health Psychology and Clinical 

Science at The Graduate Center of the City University of New York. Her 

research focuses on understanding cognitive risk for suicidal ideation and 

attempts among adolescents and emerging adults. Dr. Miranda is also Co-

Director of the BP-ENDURE and RISE Programs, which prepare students 

from federally underrepresented backgrounds to succeed in Ph.D. 

programs in biomedical disciplines. Dr. Miranda completed her B.A. in 

Psychology at Yale University and her M.A. and Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology 

at New York University. She completed an NIMH T32 Post-doctoral Research Fellowship in the 

Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at Columbia University, College of Physicians and 

Surgeons, from 2004 to 2005 before beginning her position at Hunter College in 2005. 
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Lisa Baker, M.A. 

Ph.D. Candidate at Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Hunter Alumna 

Lisa Baker graduated from Hunter in 2012 with a double major in Religion 

and Biology, and is currently a Ph.D. Candidate at the Albert Einstein 

College of Medicine in the Bronx, NY. Under the mentorship of Dr. David 

Sharp in the Department of Physiology and Biophysics, she studies 

mechanisms of axon growth and is assessing the therapeutic potential of 

targeting a novel microtubule regulator to enhance nerve regeneration after injury. She became 

interested in a career in research at Hunter, working in the laboratory of Jesus Angulo and later in 

the laboratory of Jason Dictenberg. While at Hunter she also took advantage of an HHMI-Hunter 

College Fellowship to spend several summers working at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods 

Hole, MA, studying axonal transport in isolated squid axoplasm. Her combined research experiences 

during her undergraduate years inspired her to pursue a Ph.D. As a graduate student, she has 

received a predoctoral National Research Service Award fellowship as well as a graduate research 

fellowship from the Sexual Medicine Society of North America for her work on cavernous nerve 

regeneration. 

 

 

Lavonne S. Hunter, M.S. 

Science Educator & Non-Profit Director, Hunter Alumna 

Lavonne Hunter earned a dual BA in Psychology and Special Honors 

Curriculum, and MS in Secondary Adolescent Education in Biological 

Sciences from Hunter College. Lavonne received her training as a 

biomedical research scholar in neurobiology through the Minority Access 

to Careers (MARC) program. After winning presentation awards and 

pursuing research projects at the Laboratory of Neurosciences in 

Baltimore, MD, and Columbia University, Lavonne served as the MARC 

Science Learning Coordinator coaching new MARC scholars, and teaching 

the fundamentals of biomedical research to undergraduates (SCI 200) at 

Hunter for two years before teaching adolescents. Celebrating her 12th 

year in the classroom, she currently teaches 6th Grade Science at CASA Middle School in the Bronx. 

Over the last five years, she has spearheaded various outreach events to showcase students as 

experts and provide science enrichment for parents. Known by her students as Coach Hunter, she 

manifests her passion for cognitive neuroscience through continuous study and application of the 

growth mindset model to advance students from learners to doers. Lavonne actively shares her work 

presenting workshops on student-led and place-based learning for the World Maker Faire, Alternative 

Education Resource Organization, and Math for America.  
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Awards 

 

Student Presentation Awards 

All conference participants can submit a ballot to vote for their favorite presentations and 

posters.  Ballots for presentations will be distributed during the sessions, and ballots for the posters 

can be picked up from the Registration Table in the West Lobby. 

The prizes for the best oral and poster presentations will be $50 Amazon gift cards!   

 

Awards Ceremony 

Awards will be distributed during an Awards Ceremony that will close the conference on Wednesday, 

April 20th from 5:00pm - 6:30pm in the 3rd floor cafeteria (Green Room). 

 

 

 

Social Networking 

Stay connected with us while you’re here!  

  Follow Hunter College Undergraduate Research on Facebook 

  Connect with us on Instagram! Follow us @HunterUGResearch. Tag your photos at the 

conference #HunterUGRC, we’d love to see you in action!  

All Instagram photos will be automatically entered to randomly win a gift card! Winners will 

be announced on Instagram and the UGRC website the week after the conference.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/HunterSciMON
http://instagram.com/HunterSciMON
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Special Recognition 

 

Student Awards Committee 

The Student Awards Committee (SAC) gave input on the awards process, distribution of awards, and 

prizes for this year’s conference. We would like to thank all members of SAC for their valuable 

feedback leading up to the conference: 

 

Stephanie Fang, Junior, Chinese/Chemistry 

Elizabeth Gorodetsky, Junior, Biological Sciences       

Gina Sissoko, Senior, Psychology 

Harika Thambireddy, Junior, Biological Sciences      
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Undergraduate Research Conference. 
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The Undergraduate Research Conference Staff 
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The Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs 

The Office of the Chief Operating Officer 
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The Office of Institutional Advancement 
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And a very special thank you to the Undergraduate Student Government and Pre-Health 

Organization who co-sponsored this year’s conference! 
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