
  
          

  



   

  



  
   

   

   
  
   
  

  



  





[[COURSE ASSIGNMENTS]]

All assignments must be typed, double-spaced with 1” margins, and size 11–12 font in Times New Roman or Garamond. I 
am stickler about proper citations, so be certain to do them for all assignments. Please make sure to also keep accessible 
electronic copies of each assignment and an extra hard copy for yourself. ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED BY 
EMAIL.

Assignments are turned in at the beginning of class on the due date. Late assignments will be penalized 1/2 grade after 
the first 5 minutes of class, and consequently for each day late. Students should account for any computer and commuting 
problems that may happen the day assignments are due. 

10% ATTENDANCE
Attendance and participation are essential to this course. Consequently, attendance is required of all class meetings. In order 
to do well in this course, you cannot be absent or be late for no more than TWO class  meetings. More than TWO missed/late 
classes will lead to a deduction of half a grade of your final grade. For example, your grade will drop from a B to a B-

20% CLASS PARTICIPATION
Participation is the most important part of this class, and it means more than showing up on time. Students are expected 
to actively engage with course materials, which means doing close readings of the assigned texts, processing and thinking 
of questions to address during discussion, and participating in classroom conversation and activities. It is imperative that 
students stay alert during the entire class session and contribute as much as possible to discussions. In this class contributing 
to discussions does not mean that you display how much you understood the materials, but also includes asking questions 
about the readings and lectures—this is the sign of critical thinking and comprehension. Participation also includes bringing 
the appropriate materials to class for the day’s activities, being a responsible group member, and being respectful to your 
fellow colleagues and instructor. Students who are not active participants will not receive a grade higher than a B in this class. 

20% READING RESPONSE PAPERS (2–3 PAGES)
Students are expected to submit 12 reading response papers throughout the semester. Reading response paper assignments 
will change throughout the semester, and will be announced in class and posted on Blackboard. 

20% GROUP PRESENTATION
Students are responsible for preparing a presentation on course materials twice during the semester. Presentors must strive 
to facilitate a useful and engaging discussion. Students are required to meet with me regarding their presentation, and must 
prepare and submit a list of discussion questions and lesson plan prior to class. 

30% CRITICAL ANALYSIS PAPERS (5–6 PAGES)
You will hand in three critical response papers related to course readings, lectures, and activities. I will assign paper topics two 
weeks before each paper is due. Please include proper citations in your papers. I strongly encourage students meet me about 
their paper topics. Students will have the opportunity to re-write papers, and are required to meet with me before all rewrites. 


