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CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  The English Department offers a 12-credit minor that provides students with an opportunity to pursue interests in literature, language, rhetoric, composition, and creative writing at the intermediate and advanced levels. Students may declare the Minor only after completing ENGL 220, Introduction to Literature, the prerequisite for all English courses above the 220 level. Students minoring in English may choose four courses (12 cr.) from among 200- and 300-level literature, language, or writing offerings, with a minimum of two 300-level courses necessary to satisfy the Minor requirements. Students who wish to take Creative Writing workshops in any of the three genres offered (Fiction, Poetry, and Creative Non-Fiction) must first pass ENGL 300, Introduction to Creative Writing, with a minimum grade of B.
 NOTE: English 220 does not count towards fulfillment of the Minor. English 218, Advanced Expository Writing, may be used towards fulfillment of the Minor requirements, but ENGL 201, Intermediate Expository Writing, may not. English minors may not take 400-level courses.
Learning Outcomes: Students minoring in English who focus on literature, language, and rhetoric courses will develop their critical reading, thinking, and analytical writing skills beyond the Introductory level, including the ability to conduct critical research and to write increasingly sophisticated criticism, as demonstrated by substantial formal papers of lengths varying from 3-15 pages; exam essays; other formal writing assignments specific to course content; and class discussion, including oral presentations. Students will gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the aesthetic, cultural, and historical aspects of literature through study in a particular genre; period; author; national or transnational literature; multi-ethnic literature; or specific literary topic. Students pursuing language and rhetoric courses will gain a deeper understanding of the historical and social aspects of language, rhetoric, and rhetorical principles. Students pursuing creative writing courses will have the opportunity to develop their interests and abilities through writing poetry, fiction, or creative non-fiction and close study of the uses of language in the craft of writing.
Rationale: The English department currently offers a 30-credit major in four concentrations: Literature, Language, and Criticism; Creative Writing; Adolescent Education; and English Language Arts, the latter two designed primarily for students planning to pursue careers in teaching. All concentrations consist of a combination of required and elective 300- and 400-level courses designed to deepen and broaden students’ understanding and appreciation of the aesthetic, cultural, and historical aspects of literature, as well as to enable them to focus intensively on an area of interest, whether literature, creative writing, rhetoric or language. At the same time, hundreds of non-majors take English literature, rhetoric, language, and writing courses above the 220 level each year. Some are minoring in English; some take courses to satisfy Pluralism and Diversity or General Education requirements; some take courses simply to pursue their interests; and others take courses specifically to complement courses in their major. Since ENGL 220 is the only prerequisite for literature and language courses above the introductory level, non-majors are currently able to take any of the Department’s 200- or 300-level offerings, with the exception of Creative Writing workshops, for which ENGL 300 is an additional prerequisite. As a result of this longstanding policy, non-majors have been an active presence in many 300-level courses.
     Because non-majors have diverse interests and reasons for taking English classes, a 12-credit minor that requires students to declare a particular concentration and take specific required courses would inhibit students from pursuing those interests. For instance, were the minor requirements to follow those for Literature, Language and Criticism majors, minors would be required to take four specific survey courses. The minor we have designed, which allows for maximum flexibility in the choice of courses, avoids the need to create up to five separate minors in the department, one each in literature, rhetoric, composition, language, and creative writing.  The flexibility of this minor will allow both the students and the department to take advantage of all five areas of expertise. Furthermore, allowing, but not requiring, English minors to take up to two 200-level courses specifically designed for non-majors, enables them to develop their interests and abilities at the intermediate level before undertaking more advanced courses. This flexible structure provides a meaningful experience that encourages students to explore the wide range of courses offered by the Department.  
