
Strategies That Work732
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lnferring
Merging background knowledge with clues in
the text to come up with an idea that is not
explicitly stated by the author. Reasonable

inferences need to be tied to the text.

Making predictions
Predicting outcomes, upcoming events, and actions

Using context to figure out the meaning of unfamiliar
wordsiconcepts

lnterpreting the meaning of language
Figurative language
ldiomatic language
Metaphoric language

Visualizing
Constructing meaning with a visual image
lnferring creates a picture, movie, or slideshow in the mind

lnfening relationships
Setting to plot
Cause and effect
Characte/s feelings and motives

lnfening the author's purpose
Creating interpretations based on text evidence
Using text evidence to surfact themes and big ideas
lnferring the meaning of text features and visuals
lnferring the answer to a question
Drawing conclusions based on text evidence

Figure 9.2 Thelnfening Umbrella ;

Visualizrng: Movies in the Mind
visualizing brings joy to reading. \A/hen we visualize, we create pictures in our
minds that belong to us and no one else. As more and more booki are routinely
churned into movies, we are not surprised that most people prefer the boot
over the movie, kids included. one problem inherent in transforming text to
film is that Hollywood routinely takes a four-hundred-and-fifty-page novel
and converts it into a one-hundred-page script. Not surprisingiy,-dJpth and
texture suffer. Another common complaint relates to the characteri. Steph
could never sit back and enjoy the film seoen Years in Tibet, based on one of her
favorite books by Heinrich Harrer, because Brad pitt, no matter how cute he
was, did not jibe with her image of the book's protagonist.
, some years ago, a short-lived program about Beverly Cleary's beloved

character Ramona hit TV. Kids were outraged. Each had clear, yet very differ-
ent, pictures of Ramona in mind. Not one we spoke to could relate to ihe tele-
vised image of Ramona. \rvhen we visualize, we create our own movies in our
minds. we become attached to the characters we visualize. visualizing person-
alizes reading, keeps us engaged, and often prevents us from abandoning a
book prematurely. When we introduce visualizing, we are likely to facilitate a
conversation about books and movie adaptations in an attempt to make the
strategy concrete. Kids relate and quickly weigh in with their own opinions.


