Philosophy 101:  Introduction to Philosophy
Fall 2013 Course Description
This class will introduce students to some of the great philosophers and most important philosophical questions thinkers have wrestled with over the last two-and-a-half millennia. It will encourage and provide models for critical thought, the analysis of arguments, and will help students to improve their own skills for structuring arguments and expressing their ideas clearly in writing.
Subjects explored will include (but may not be limited to):  the nature of arguments, evidence, and scientific hypotheses; theories of knowledge and its justification; the status of the “mind,” its relationship to the body / brain; free-will versus determinism; the existence and nature of God; problems of identity and immortality; a survey of moral theories; political philosophy and questions of social justice. 
The text for the course is Exploring Philosophy: An Introductory Anthology, fourth edition, edited by Steven M. Cahn.  Oxford UP: 2012.    (ISBN: 978-0-19-979727-1).  Available at Shakespeare Books [used copies should be available] and online.
Attendance, Requirements, Grades:

Your grade in this class will be the result of participation and in-class quizzes (20%), two short papers (15%, 25%), and one longer paper (40%). 
· The papers will be your opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of a given issue, a given philosopher’s position, what is at stake in the debate, and so on.  You will also evaluate the arguments and articulate your own position.  I will provide more specifics on paper further along.

· In addition to brain-storming sessions and discussions (which count toward your grade), lectures will provide information needed to write successful papers that can be had nowhere else.  There will be no extra credit offered or late papers accepted, and quizzes cannot be made up without evidence of extraordinary circumstances.
Schedule of readings and paper deadlines TBD
