Introduction to Philosophy PHILO101
Instructor: Dr. Robert J. Mahony, Adjunct Associate Professor

GOAL: Examine major ideas in philosophy in original sources and express in writing and speech the implications of selected ideas through critical skills (formal and informal logic) developed in the course. Participation in class discussions can add as much as 5 points to your final grade.
TEXTS (Borrow, rent, or purchase the texts identified by the ISBN numbers below – no substitutes) All texts are available up the block at Shakespeare & Company.
Plato. Great Dialogues of Plato. Signet Classics. ISBN: 9780451530851

Marx. The Communist Manifesto. International Publishers. ISBN: 0717802418
******* Documents distributed by the instructor through “Blackboard.”

TOTAL COST FOR BOTH BOOKS: APPROXIMATELY $10 (USED) OR $20 (NEW)

REQUIREMENTS

Quizzes on reading assignments and class discussions (80% of final grade) and a final 4-page report (20% of final grade) are required. There are no make-up examinations except when excused by an administrator for serious illness or comparable necessity. Students are responsible for material distributed or discussed when absent or late. 

Though not a requirement, I will offer a tour of the Metropolitan Museum of Art (5th Ave., 82nd St. main entrance) and introduce the idea of beauty to the class by examining selected architecture, paintings, and sculpture on a Friday evening, when the Met is filled with live music and beautiful people.

