Syllabus
Department of Romance Languages - HUNTER COLLEGE, CUNY

Spanish 202 (sample syllabus) 

Spanish 202 is for students who are able to communicate comfortably in sentence-length discourse in asking and answering questions and who can link sentences into simple paragraphs with some ease. The present, future and past tenses are reviewed and more complex grammar structures are introduced. By the end of the semester, students should be able to read relatively lengthy uncomplicated texts and to write full-length paragraphs. Students will also learn about salient aspects of Hispanic culture. Language laboratory work is required (see below for details).Authentic literary readings provide themes for in-class discussions and a context in which to practice grammar structures and solidify students' communication skills. 

REQUIRED BOOKS (available at Hunter College Bookstore): 

Long & Macián. De paseo: Curso intermedio de español, 3rd ed. (Heinle & Heinle)
Long & Macián. De paseo: Diario de actividades, 3rd ed. (Heinle & Heinle)
Recommended Books: Spinelli, English Grammar for Students of Spanish
Kendris, 501 Spanish Verbs


Aug. 27 - Sept. 5
I. Nuestra música 
De paseo: 1ra & 2da etapas & Repaso de gramática 
Diario: 1ra & 2da etapas 
(Saturday, Aug. 30th - Monday, Sept. 1st: HOLIDAY. No classes.)

Sept. 6 - 12 
De paseo: 2da & Repaso de gramática & 3ra etapa 
Diario: 2da etapa & 3ra etapa 

Sept. 13 - 19
De paseo: 3ra & 4ta etapas 
Diario: 3ra & 4ta etapas

Sept. 20- 26
De paseo: 4ta etapa 
Diario: 4ta etapa 
EXAM #1 

Sept. 27- Oct. 6 
II. Yucatán: un lugar inolvidable 
De paseo: 1ra & 2da etapas & Repaso de gramática 
Diario: 1ra & 2da etapas 
(Monday, Sept. 29th - Wednesday, Oct. 1st: HOLIDAY. No classes.) 

Oct. 7 - 16 
De paseo: 2da & 3ra etapas & Repaso de gramática 
Diario: 2da & 3ra etapas 
(Wednesday, Oct. 8th - Thursday, Oct. 9th: HOLIDAY. No classes. 
Monday, Oct. 13th: HOLIDAY. No classes.
Tuesday, Oct. 14th: Classes follow a Monday schedule.) 

Oct. 17 - 23 
De paseo: 4ta etapa 
Diario: 4ta etapa 

Oct. 24- 30
III. El mundo del trabajo 
De paseo: 1ra & 2da etapas & Repaso de gramática 
Diario: 1ra & 2da etapas 
EXAM #2 


Oct. 31- Nov 6 
De paseo: 3ra & 4ta etapas 
Diario: 3ra & 4ta etapas 

Nov. 7 - 13
IV. La diversión y el tiempo libre 
De paseo: 1ra & 2da etapas & Repaso de gramática 
Diario: 1ra & 2da etapas 

Nov. 14 - 20
De paseo: 3ra & 4ta etapas 
Diario: 3ra & 4ta etapas 

Nov. 21 - Dec. 1
V. El medio ambiente: enfoque en nuestro planeta 
De paseo: 1ra & 2da etapas 
Diario: 1ra @ 2da etapas 
EXAM #3 


Thursday, Nov. 27th - Sunday, Nov. 30th: THANKSGIVING RECESS. No classes. 


Dec. 2 - 8
De paseo: 3ra - 4ta etapas 
Diario: 3ra & 4ta etapas 

Dec. 9 - 16
(Friday, De. 12th: READING DAY)
Repaso de gramática
Integración y repaso general 


Prof. Rosa Alicia Ramos 
Language Program Coordinator

Course Goals
Read carefully the paragraph on the syllabus that describes the course. It tells you what skills you need to demonstrate upon entering this course and it lets you know what you will be expected to do by the end of the semester. Notice that the emphasis is on performance, not on passive knowledge or detached awareness of the language. In the first class session your instructor will gauge your functional ability in some manner. If either your instructor or you feel that you are either too advanced or not proficient enough for this course, please see one of the following advisors in the Romance Languages Department: Professors María Hernández, Virginia Santos, and María Luisa Fischer. 

The curriculum of basic language courses in the Romance Languages Department aims to respond to the goals established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages and to the Standards for Foreign Language Learning as they pertain to communication and culture. You will be reminded many times during the course that frequent --preferably daily-- practice is essential to your linguistic development. Acquisition of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and grammatical forms comes from repeated use more than from rote memorization. Apart from class attendance, our rule of thumb is an additional 3-4 hours of outside work: one hour of "homework" (whether formally assigned or not) per class hour, plus one hour or "lab work" per week. Since language study is cumulative, it is crucial that you not fall behind: you must prepare assignments carefully, submit work in a timely manner, review old material frequently, integrate old material with the new as you actively engage in classroom practice, and always be attentive to feedback from your instructor. (Students enrolled in weekend sections should be especially mindful of the need to set aside time during the week for language study.) If you regularly work in this manner, you will find that your proficiency will develop fairly quickly during the year and that you will possess a solid understanding of linguistic concepts.

Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos 
Language Program Coordinator

Attendance Policies
The attendance policy for basic courses in the Romance Languages Department is strict: only three (3) class hours--not three class sessions--may be missed without an added adverse impact on your grade. After your third absence your grade will be reduced by 3 points with each successive absence. Punctuality is also a factor in attendance: your instructor may mark you down as absent if you are more than 5 minutes late. Please be in close communication with your instructor for feedback and advice on your standing in the course if circumstances require you to be absent for more than 3 hours. 

Remember, it takes a lot of time and practice to develop true communicative ability in a language. Our attendance policy is designed to enable you to succeed and not lose the skills you have acquired. 

Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos 
Language Program Coordinator

¡Se habla español!
Spanish is the official language of the class. As a citizen of this class you are expected to make every effort to speak the language at all times. Of course, we sometimes fall short of this ideal, but adhering to our goal should be the rule rather than the exception in this class. Why? Because the aim of the Foreign Language Requirement is to equip Hunter College students with the ability to truly survive in a target language environment. In order to achieve a genuine ability to communicate in Spanish by the end of Spanish 202, you need a vast amount of exposure to the language. The classroom provides a safe, friendly environment for you to practice your Spanish: why waste the opportunity? So, do not ask your instructor to speak English or to translate. The more you interact in Spanish with your instructor and your classmates, the more you will be able to comprehend and to produce Spanish –and the better able you will become to use the language outside the classroom in real life! 


The curriculum of basic language courses in the Romance Languages Department aims to respond to the goals established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages and to the Standards for Foreign Language Learning as they pertain to communication and culture. You will be reminded many times during the course that frequent --preferably daily-- practice is essential to your linguistic development. Acquisition of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and grammatical forms comes from repeated use more than from rote memorization. Apart from class attendance, our rule of thumb is an additional 3-4 hours of outside work: one hour of "homework" (whether formally assigned or not) per class hour, plus one hour or "lab work" per week. Since language study is cumulative, it is crucial that you not fall behind: you must prepare assignments carefully, submit work in a timely manner, review old material frequently, integrate old material with the new as you actively engage in classroom practice, and always be attentive to feedback from your instructor. (Students enrolled in weekend sections should be especially mindful of the need to set aside time during the week for language study.) If you regularly work in this manner, you will find that your proficiency will develop fairly quickly during the year and that you will possess a solid understanding of linguistic concepts.

Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos 
Language Program Coordinator

Speaking & Writing Assignments
Your instructor will periodically announce more formal, integrative tasks that require unscripted speaking and writing. You should expect a minimum of 2 such oral assignments this semester, and 5 discursive writing assignments --ranging from 150 to 200 words—during the semester. Please be particularly diligent in preparing these assignments, for they will provide us with a truer measure of your performance than simple grammar or vocabulary exercises.

Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos
Language Program Coordinator

Language laboratory
ChaninFall 08 Calendar(2).doc (33.5 Kb) 
The language lab, officially known as the Chanin Language Center, is located at 209 West. Language lab practice is necessary in all basic language courses in Romance Languages: this department's policy requires two (1) hour of laboratory work per week in the first year (that is, in 101 and 102) and two (2) in the second year (in 201 and 202). This policy is the minimum departmental standard. Your instructor may give you additional assignments if so desired. Please be sure to use the Chanin Language Center only for foreign language-related assignments: there are plenty of other resources at Hunter for individualized study of other subjects. 

You must go to an Orientation Session in the Chanin Center before you use the lab for the first time. Stop by 209 West to sign up for an orientation during the first couple of weeks of the semester. Also, please click on the link above for a more detailed message from the Chanin Center Director.

Your instructor will give you specific assignments from your textbook/workbook program and from the resources in the lab. These assignments should be prepared as carefully as any other assignment, as you will receive a grade for this work. Remember, it takes a lot of time and exposure to develop true competence in a language: language lab work supplements and complements the practice you get in the classroom. In the lab you have the opportunity to work on your own and at your own pace with a variety of resources. Furthermore, the lab resources are infinitely patient –unlike human beings: you can repeat as many times as you wish until you are satisfied with your pronunciation, you may replay an audio or video tape as often as you want until you have achieved the comprehension you desire, and writing software programs don’t mind if you check you grammar or your spelling countless times, etc. The unhurried practice that you get in the lab will prepare you for and boost your self-confidence in the classroom–and beyond. 

ONE CLARIFICATION: When we say "lab", we mean the actual physical space at the Chanin Center, as well as "lab work" understood more broadly. For example: (1)since many of the lab materials are available online, you may complete many conventional lab assignments from any computer outside the lab; your instructor should let you know how much time to spend on each assignment, and when you submit your work it will be assumed that you have invested the requisite amount of time, (2) your instructor may assign special tasks that can only take place outside the lab (e.g., interviewing someone, watching a live TV program, conducting online research, etc); once again, your instructor should give you a time frame in which to carry out the work and this will count toward your class time, (3) some students who cannot attend lab may purchase the lab materials in order to prepare their assignments elsewhere. All of these are valid approaches to "lab work". PLEASE BE MINDFUL NOT TO FALL BEHIND IN LAB WORK. LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED, AND LAB HOURS MAY NOT BE MADE UP WITHOUT THE INSTRUCTOR'S PRIOR CONSENT. THE CHANIN CENTER HAS THE RIGHT TO LIMIT YOUR USE OF THE FACILITY IF YOU ATTEMPT TO USE THE LAB FOR MORE HOURS THAN YOU ARE ASSIGNED EACH WEEK. 

Please let your instructor know if you are unable to attend lab. Since lab work must be completed despite the obstacles, we have made many of the lab materials used in this course available outside the Chanin Center: you will find that most of the lab materials used in this course are available in the Reserve Room of the library. You must ask for materials by their call number. A list of Reserve Room holdings is posted under "Books". In addition, the Chanin Center itself lends some materials to students: ask your instructor and/or the Chanin Center staff for more details. Lastly, ask your instructor how (s)he would like you to submit your lab assignments. 

Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos 
Language Program Coordinator

Test Information
Because we want to ensure that you are steadily assimilating course content, there is frequent testing in this course. Your instructor may give you numerous short quizzes as spot checks during the term; in addition, there are three cumulative 50-minute exams during the semester, plus a two-hour final exam. These exams cover and synthesize everything you have learned up to that point: the objective is to see how well you can integrate old and new vocabulary and grammar, and communicate in a meaningful manner. Open-ended / free writing, speaking, reading and listening comprehension are also stressed. Although all exams are prepared by individual instructors, they should follow the departmental guidelines that will be announced (through Blackboard) prior to each exam. 

This course includes a two-hour final exam. The final exam schedule is established by the College and it may not be adjusted or changed under any circumstances. Please find the final exam schedule for your section in the Registrar's webpage: 

http://registrar.hunter.cuny.edu/subpages/academic_calendar.shtml


Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos
Language Program Coordinator

Grading Policies
The variety of skills and activities in this course --listening, speaking, reading, writing, grammar, culture, lab work, homework, group work, presentations-- will be reflected in our grading. Your final grade will be calculated in the following manner: 
Quizzes/ tests: 10% 
3 major tests: 15% 
Routine homework assignments: 15% 
Lab assignments: 10% 
Major compositions or written projects: 15% 
Class participation (including attendance, in-class participation and presentations) 15% 
Final exam 20%. 
The grading system and test scale for undergraduate courses is established by the College. The following is the official list of letter grades and their numerical equivalents. 

Grade--Test Scale-- GPA Value 
A+-----97.5 – 100-----4.0 
A------92.5 - 97.4----4.0 
A- ----90.0 - 92.4----3.7 
B+-----87.5 - 89.9----3.3 
B------82.5 - 87.4----3.0 
B- ----80.0 – 82.4----2.7 
C+-----77.5 – 79.9----2.3 
C------70.0 – 77.4----2.0 
D------60.0 – 69.9----1.0 
F-------0 – 59.9------0.0 

Credit/ D/ No Credit is an option you may wish to exercise. To be eligible for this option, you must have attended class assiduously and have satisfied all course requirements; otherwise, the Credit/No Credit option is invalid. If you opt for Cr/D/NC, please bring a contract from Student Services to your instructor and remember to choose if you prefer a grade of D or NC if your final grade falls below a C. 

WU is the grade students receive if they stop attending class. They may not request an Inc, an F, a Cr/NC or any other grade from the instructor, based on the work that they had done while they were active members of the course. 

Incompletes (INC) are given in basic language courses in the Romance Languages Department only on approval of the Chair or the Coordinator--not the instructor. They are granted very, very rarely --only in extreme cases , such as grave illness, death in the immediate family, or other extraordinary circumstances to students in good standing in the course. Please bear in mind that if you are granted an INC by the Department: (1) you may not register for the following course (in this case courses above 202), until you have completed the outstanding work , and (2) all outstanding work must be completed before the end of the following semester, otherwise the INC converts to FIN, an automatic, administrative grade that is indelible in your record. 

Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos 
Language Program Coordinator

Outcomes Assessments
Apart from the formal periodic testing that takes place throughout the semester, the Romance Languages Department is instituting outcomes assessments in order to confirm students are achieving equivalent results across all sections of this course. 

Performance outcomes measures are not always like the typical tests you take during the term; in fact, some may seem like fun and not like tests at all. Although they sometimes take the form of conventional paper-and-pencil tests, they often take other forms like short face-to-face conversations with a different faculty member or surveys of student satisfaction. None of these activities are anything to be afraid of, as they have no impact on a student’s final grade in a course nor do they constitute an evaluation of an instructor’s teaching methods or style. On the contrary: these instruments are not graded in traditional fashion ( for example, from A to F), students participate anonymously, individual students’ performance is not reported to instructors, and results are assessed across all sections in the program. The curriculum of this course is designed to enable you to meet the goals of the program at this level: regular attendance and participation in class, regular use of the language, careful preparation of class assignments, and writing tasks and tests/exams, all contribute to the development of proficiency. Thus, if you have been working conscientiously all along, you should welcome any outcomes assessment opportunity with full confidence. Not all students will be asked to participate, but if you are we hope that you will seize this as a chance to use your Spanish outside the sheltered environment of the classroom.

Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos
Language Program Coordinator

Hunter College Policies: Academic Integrity & Students with Disabilities Act
"Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty. The College is committed of enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures."
"In compliance with the American Disability Act of 1990 (ADA) and with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Hunter College is committed to ensuring educational parity and accommodations for all students with documented disabilities and/or medical conditions. It is recommended that all students with documented disabilities (Emotional, Medical, Physical and/ or Learning) consult the Office of AccessABILITY located in Room E1124 to secure necessary academic accommodations. For further information and assistance please call (212- 772- 4857)/ (212- 650- 3230)." 
Professor (Rosa) Alicia Ramos 
Language Program Coordinator
