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CUNY Common Core  
Course Submission Form  

Instructions: All courses submitted for the Common Core must be liberal arts courses. Courses may be submitted for only one area of the Common 
Core. All courses must be 3 credits/3 contact hours unless the college is seeking a waiver for another type of Math or Science course that meets 
major requirements.  NOTE:  Completed forms, along with a course syllabus, should be submitted to Lara Miranda-Moran (lmiran@hunter.cuny.edu).  

College Hunter 

Course Prefix and Number 
(e.g., ANTH 101, if number not 
assigned, enter XXX) 

 

Course Title  

Department(s)  

Discipline  

Credits  

Contact Hours  

Pre-requisites 
(if none, enter N/A) 

 

Co-requisites 
(if none, enter N/A) 

 

Catalogue Description 

 

 

 

Special Features 
(e.g., linked courses) 

 
 

Sample Syllabus  Syllabus must be included with submission; 5 pages max recommended 

Indicate the status of this course being nominated: 
 

 current course    revision of current course    a new course being proposed 

CUNY COMMON CORE Location   
 

Please check below the area of the Common Core for which the course is being submitted. (Select only one.) 

    Required 

 English Composition 

 Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning 

 Life and Physical Sciences 

    Flexible 

 World Cultures and Global Issues          Individual and Society 

 US Experience in its Diversity                Scientific World 

 Creative Expression 

Waivers for Math and Science Courses with more than 3 credits and 3 contact hours 
 

Waivers for courses with more than 3 credits and 3 contact hours will only be accepted in the required areas of “Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning” and “Life 
and Physical Sciences.” Three credit/3-contact hour courses must also be available in these areas. 

If you would like to request  a waiver please check 
here: 

 Waiver requested 

If waiver requested:  
Please provide a brief explanation for why the course will 
not be 3 credits and 3 contact hours.  

 
 
 

If waiver requested:  
Please indicate whether this course will satisfy a major 
requirement, and if so, which major requirement(s) the 
course will fulfill.  
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Learning Outcomes 
 
In the left column explain the course assignments and activities that will address the learning outcomes in the right 

column. 

 

II. Flexible Core (18 credits)  
Six three-credit liberal arts and sciences courses, with at least one course from each of the following five areas and no more 
than two courses in any discipline or interdisciplinary field. 

B. U.S. Experience in its Diversity 

A Flexible Core course must meet the three learning outcomes in the right column.  A student will: 

 
 Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of 

sources and points of view.  

  Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically.  

 
 Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using 

evidence to support conclusions. 

 
A course in this area (II.B) must meet at least three of the additional learning outcomes in the right column. A student will: 
 

 

 Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of 
a discipline or interdisciplinary field exploring the U.S. 
experience in its diversity, including, but not limited to, 
anthropology, communications, cultural studies, economics, 
history, political science, psychology, public affairs, 
sociology, and U.S. literature.  

 
 Analyze and explain one or more major themes of U.S. 

history from more than one informed perspective.  

 
 Evaluate how indigenous populations, slavery, or immigration 

have shaped the development of the United States.  

 
 Explain and evaluate the role of the United States in 

international relations.  

 
 Identify and differentiate among the legislative, judicial, and 

executive branches of government and analyze their 
influence on the development of U.S. democracy.  

 

 Analyze and discuss common institutions or patterns of life in 
contemporary U.S. society and how they influence, or are 
influenced by, race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexual 
orientation, belief, or other forms of social differentiation. 

 


	HunterCourse Title: American Government from an Historical Perspective
	HunterDepartments: Political Science
	HunterDiscipline: Political Science
	HunterCredits: 3
	HunterContact Hours: 3
	HunterPrerequisites if none enter NA: ENGL 120
	HunterCorequisites if none enter NA: ENGL 120
	HunterCatalogue Description: This course will sound many familiar themes from your knowledge of American history – the importance of the issues of liberty, citizenship, and slavery in the growth of a country from disparate colonies to a world power.  This course is different from your many encounters with American history, however, because it emphasizes the development of the institutions and practices of American government as they have changed from the 18th Century to the present.  It also raises the critical issue of representation and the implications of an increasingly polarized political debate.  
	current course: On
	revision of current course: Off
	a new course being proposed: Off
	English Composition: Off
	Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning: Off
	Life and Physical Sciences: Off
	World Cultures and Global Issues: Off
	US Experience in its Diversity: On
	Creative Expression: Off
	Individual and Society: Off
	Scientific World: Off
	Waiver requested: Off
	Course prefix and number: POLSC 110
	HunterSpecial Features: 
	Waiver explanation: 
	Waiver major requirements: 
	US4: Students study the development of the U.S. Constitutions and American political institutions using historical methods and the study of original documents.  Political Science methods are used to analyze policy-making, voting and elections in analyzing how American institutions work.
	US5: There are several themes developed throughout the semester, but two of particular importance are: 1) the contest of states' rights vs. national government power from the Revolutionary War to the present and 2) the struggle to protect the rights of minorities from exploitation by the majority, beginning with an analysis of Federalist Paper #51.
	US6: We analyze the continuing influence of slavery as an issue that the republic has found difficult to resolve, beginning with the drafting of the U.S. Constitution, through the extension of the franchise, to the role of the Congress and the U.S. Supreme Court in extending equal protection under the law.
	US7: The development of the President's role as "chief diplomat" through the Constitutional Convention through the present.  Attention is given to the argument that presidential power has been expanded in times of international crisis when decisive action is argued by presidents.
	US8: The historical process of the development of American institutions emphasizes the philosophical underpinings of separation of powers and checks and balances, followed by an assessment of the changes in the roles of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches and their responsiveness to public opinion.
	US9: Especially in the section on American elections, the relationship between race, class, gender, ethnicity, and religious belief with political party affiliation and electoral choices in voting (or the decision not to vote) are analyzed.  Students are encouraged to review voter outcomes in their own U.S. Representative district in preparation for their term paper.
	US1: Final paper assignment asks students to write a letter advocating an informed position on an issue while also taking account of alternative points of view.  This is a research assignment.
	US2: In addition to the final paper, students are given assignments for response papers (to the readings) and essay exams that require taking positions that are justified on the basis of both evidence and logical argumentation.
	US3: All assignments (2 examinations, 1 term paper, and 5 response papers) are graded on the basis of both logical argumentation and appropriate use of evidence.


