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Office of the Hunter College Senate 
Room 1018 East Building                               Phone: 772-4200 

 

 

MINUTES 
Meeting of the Hunter College Senate 

4 March 2020 
 

The 636th meeting of the Hunter College Senate convened at 3:47 PM in HW room 714. 1 

 2 

Presiding:           Laura S. Keating, Chair 3 

 4 

Attendance: The elected members of the Senate with the exception of those marked absent in Appendix I. 5 

 6 

 Alternate Senators were formally seated in accordance with the procedures approved by the Senate, and 7 

clickers were distributed to them.   8 

 9 

Minutes  The minutes of 4 December and 11 December were distributed at the door and will be voted on at the next 10 

meeting. 11 

 12 

Report by the  13 

Administrative    14 

Committee:  a)  Special Senate Election for Vacant At-large Seats 15 

 In accordance with Article IV, 2H i & ii of the Charter for a Governance of Hunter 16 

 College, the Administrative Committee is presenting the names of all nominees 17 

 received to date: 18 

 19 

 Faculty:    Julie Van Peteghem (Romance Languages)  20 

  21 

 Students:    Nibras Ahmed (Economics, Human Biology) 22 

     Leon Sarpong (Biological Sciences) 23 

  24 

 It was moved that the Secretary be instructed to cast a single ballot in favor of the nominees.  25 

 26 

 The motion carried by voice vote without dissent. 27 

 28 

 b)   Resolution to Temporarily Elect Co-Vice Chairs 29 

 Professor Keating asked for permission to withdraw the Resolution. There were no objections.  30 

  31 

 c) Election of Vice Chair  32 

  Professor Keating asked for permission to forgo the candidacy statements. There were no 33 

objections. 34 

  Professor Keating proposed that the rules governing the election be suspended to permit the 35 

following: if no candidate emerges with majority votes in the first election, there will be run-off 36 

with the top two candidates. The top candidate from the run-off will serve as Vice Chair through 37 

the first meeting in May. There were no objections to the proposed.   38 

 39 

 Candidates for Vice-Chair of the Senate nominated at the 19 February meeting:   40 

   41 

Naho Hirohata (English, Human Rights) 42 

Nibras Ahmed (Economics and Human Biology) 43 

Dorothy Slater (Political Science)  44 

 45 

Tellers were appointed and written ballots were distributed.   46 

 47 

While awaiting the results of voting by written ballot, the Senate moved on to the next item of 48 

the business.   49 

 50 

 51 

 52 
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 56 

Committee   57 

Report   Committee on the Calendar  58 

Professor Keating called on Professor Michael Steiper to present a report on the Revised Bell Schedule 59 

that was being forwarded to the Committee for its consideration. The report is in Appendix II. Questions 60 

and discussion followed.  61 

 62 

  Announcement of Election Results for Vice Chair  63 

   Number of votes needed for election:  32 64 

Naho Hirohata:  15 65 

Nibras Ahmed:   23 66 

Dorothy Slater:   24    67 

 68 

The second round of the election continued with top two candidates.  69 

While awaiting the results of voting by written ballot, the Senate moved on to the next item of 70 

the business. 71 

 72 

Undergraduate Academic Requirements Committee  73 

Professor Keating called on Professor Kevin Sachs, Chair of the Undergraduate Academic Requirements 74 

Committee to present the Resolution on the Transfer of Military Credits. Questions and discussion 75 

followed.  76 

 77 

Resolution on the Transfer of Military Credits 78 

 79 

Whereas CUNY has decided it wants to be a veteran-friendly institution and has asked the CUNY colleges 80 

to take steps to be veteran-supportive, and 81 

 82 

Whereas Hunter College as part of CUNY, is supportive of veterans, and 83 

 84 

Whereas training undergone in military service at times is equivalent to courses taken in a liberal arts 85 

college, and 86 

 87 

Whereas it will help veterans transition into civilian life if such training is recognized and credited toward 88 

their educational record, therefore 89 

 90 

Be it resolved that 91 

 92 

Hunter College accept up to nine credit hours earned through the military educational system as electives 93 

counting towards graduation if the underlying courses are deemed of sufficient scope and depth and of 94 

subject matter suitable to count towards a liberal arts degree; and that  95 

 96 

The Senate charge the Undergraduate Course of Study Committee (UCSC) and the Undergraduate 97 

Academic Requirements Committee (UARC), in consultation with the Office of Admissions, to design a 98 

process for reviewing and vetting lists of courses provided by the American Council on Education, to 99 

determine which are deemed suitable for transfer to Hunter as general undergraduate electives. It will be 100 

up to individual academic departments to establish any more specific equivalencies if desired; and that 101 

 102 

Until the reviewing and vetting process has been approved such review will be conducted by the Hunter 103 

College Transfer Appeals Officer. 104 

 105 

 106 

 107 

 108 
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 113 

  Election Results for Vice Chair – Second round  114 

   Number of votes needed for election:  32 115 

   Nibras Ahmed:  28  116 

   Dorothy Slater:  35 117 

   118 

  Dorothy Slater was elected Vice-Chair of the Senate.  119 

   120 

 121 

Committee on Computing and Technology 122 

Professor Keating called on Professor Michaela Soyer, Chair of the Committee on Computing and 123 

Technology and Shiao-Chuan Kung, Acting Director of the Center of Online Learning to present a report 124 

on online teaching at Hunter. The presentation is in Appendix III. Questions and discussion followed.  125 

 126 

Announcements  127 

   128 

Lori Mazor, Vice President of Administration was asked questions about improving functioning of the 129 

elevators in the North Building and the recycling program at Hunter. 130 

 131 

Eija Ayravainen, Vice President for Student Affairs & Dean of Students gave an update on the study 132 

abroad students amid the coronavirus outbreak.  133 

 134 

 135 

 136 

Due to the late hour, the meeting was adjourned at 5:25 PM. 137 

 138 

Respectfully submitted, 139 

 140 

 141 

       Sarah Jeninsky  142 

       Secretary143 
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APPENDIX I 

 
The following attendance was noted from the meeting                    (A) =Alternate, A=Attended, X=Absent, E=Excused 
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