Sociology 32503.  War and Society (Spring, 2010)PRIVATE 

Jack Hammond
Office: West 1605 


Phone: 212-772‑5573
Hours: M 2:30-3:30, Th 12:00-1:00 e-mail: jhammond@hunter.cuny.edu
or by appointment

This course will examine the experience of war in its historical and contemporary significance. War is a longstanding experience common to nearly all known human societies; it has had a major influence on the development of states and on culture.  This course will examine war as a social phenomenon, emphasizing its impact on the battle front and the home front, on direct participants (combatants) and on those who are affected indirectly (civilians). We will examine the changing forms of warfare with the invention of increasingly destructive weapons; the impact on civilian communities as targets of war; the organization of the military as an institution (including recent debates about the racial and gender integration of the military and the All Volunteer Force); ethical considerations of just war and human rights in wartime; movements of opposition to war.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

This is a high-intensity course with a lot of reading, a lot of writing, and a lot of class participation in discussions and exercises.  Required writing includes graded and ungraded assignments.  You must plan to do the reading and assignments on time and come to class prepared to talk intelligently about them.  


At the end of most classes we will take a few minutes to write a "One-Minute Paper" to answer two questions: what is the most important thing that you learned today, and what questions remain unanswered from today's class.  These will be handed in anonymously and will not be graded.  You may want to keep a copy for review purposes.

The following assignments will be required:


1. Before the second class, send me an e‑mail message from your preferred address. The subject line should read "Sociology 32503" followed by your section number, and the body of the message should contain only your name and e‑mail address. If you have any other communication for me, send it in a separate message.


I will add all addresses from which I receive mail by February 4 to my address book.  Anyone who does not get included during the first week will not get on the class e-mail list, and messages sent later will be rejected as spam.


2. A short, ungraded assignment handed out in the first class and due February 11.


3. A short paper on an assigned topic.  Details of the assignment will be handed out.  The process will have several stages; intermediate due dates are March 1 and March 15.  Because these are part of a longer process, class attendance is required with the completed assignment on March 1 and March 15.  The final paper will be due April 8.


4. A second short paper, also on an assigned topic.  It will be due April 12.


5. Research paper on a topic of your choice.  A proposal stating your thesis and discussing the evidence you will need to prove it is due April 15.  It will be returned with comments. It will not be graded, but if it is not handed in on time it will affect the grade on your paper. It must be returned to me with the research paper.


The completed paper is due May 6.


6. A portion of the grade will be based on class participation in general discussions and small group discussions.  Participation means contributing constructively to discussions based on your reading of the assignments and your personal knowledge of the topic being discussed.  It does not mean always knowing the answers.  A question can be as valuable as a statement; admitting that you are confused just means that you are more honest than most people, and can give rise to a clarification that others need too.


7. Final exam.


All papers must be handed in in hard copy on the day due (no fax, no e-mail).  Late papers will be penalized one-third of a grade for each day late.  (If the grade is a B and the paper is one day late you will receive a B-; if it is two days late you will receive a C+; etc.)  If an ungraded paper is preliminary to a graded assignment, the penalty will be applied to the final grade for that assignment.


Handing in a paper on the day due means handing it in in class the day it is due.  Papers handed in later the same day will be counted as one day late.  Saturdays and Sundays do not count in determining lateness penalties.

The grade will be based on the following:


1. Class participation: 6%


2. 2 short papers: 18% each


3. Research paper: 29%


4. Final exam: 29%


All assignments, graded and ungraded, must be handed in to receive a passing grade.  Ungraded assignments which are preliminary to a graded assignment must be handed in with enough time to get feedback before completing the assignment.

EXTRA CREDIT may be earned in two ways (you may do either or both): 


Optional midterm, March 25


An in-class oral report sometime between March 1 and May 1.  The date and topic must be confirmed with me in advance.  For details on the oral report, see the course page.  If you want to do an oral report, you must consult with me well ahead of time, so you should look at the oral report assignment on the course page right away.  To give an oral report in March, you must consult with me by February 18.  To give an oral report in April, you must consult with me by March 15.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION: Everyone in the class is expected to have an e-mail address and to check your e-mail regularly.  Information distributed by e-mail will also be given in class but you will sometimes get it sooner by e-mail.


Every student is assigned a Hunter e-mail address but many prefer to use an outside Internet Service Provider.  Before February 4, send me an e-mail message from your preferred address.  The subject line should read "Sociology 32503" followed by your section number and the body of the message should contain only your name and e-mail address.  If you have any other communication for me, do not include it in this message.


Feel free send me e-mail.  When you do, always sign your full name and include the course number and section number.  To avoid having your message discarded as spam, include the course number in the subject line.  While I recognize that everyone is busy and not always free to come see me in my office, there are times when e-mail is not a substitute for a conversation.  If I say you must come to see me to discuss your question, you must come to see me.  If I say I will answer the question in class, you must come to class.  If I ask you to raise this question in class so that I can tell everyone at once, you must come to class and raise the question in class.


I do not answer e-mail on the weekend.

ONLINE COURSE PAGE: Some course materials will be available on the Blackboard course page: go to www.cuny.edu and log in with your portal ID.  (If you do not have a portal ID, go to https://portal.cuny.edu/portal/site/cuny/index.jsp?epi-content=REGCHOICE



When you have an ID, check to see that you can access Blackboard.  Go to the course page, click on "discussion board," then on "post a test message," and post a message.

The syllabus for the course is available on line.  From the online syllabus, you can click on the link given for some readings and access them directly.  Blackboard will also have copies of class handouts. However, in case not all handouts are on Blackboard, the official source for all handouts is in class.

There is also an online discussion board for optional participation. I will read the discussion board and try to answer any questions that arise.

REQUIRED READINGS can be found in several places.  Some are in the required books.  Some are in the course pack, for sale at Shakespeare's.  Some are online through the Hunter College Library databases.  If a URL is given, the readings are available online from any computer.

FULL TEXT READINGS ON LINE: Many of the readings (and many other journals, magazines, and newspapers) are available on line through the Hunter College library.  You will find a journal article on line by going to the library home page at http://library.hunter.cuny.edu .  Click on "journal title list" on the left side of the screen, then type in the name of the journal you are looking for.  If you are using an off-campus computer you have to log in using your Hunter e-mail address.  You will then be taken to the index page for that journal and can find the article by date.


The online syllabus in Blackboard contains links to some articles available on line.  If a URL is given, the readings are available online from any computer.  You can get them by going to the syllabus and clicking on the link. 


When you find an online article, you can print it or save it on a hard drive or flash drive.  If you have a choice of formats, use the PDF format which will show you the article exactly as it appears in the original.  Other formats may not include page numbers and illustrations.


To save or print a text that appears on a web page with a lot of advertisements or other extraneous material, highlight the text you want, then copy it (click on edit, copy or type control-c), switch to MSWord, and paste it (click on edit, paste or type control-v).


For a better way to read and copy text from a web page, cleaning away all the ads and clutter, see http://lab.arc90.com/experiments/readability/. It is easy to install and makes reading much easier.


For students who will be using off‑campus computers to access Blackboard and get readings online, Prof. Manfred Kuechler has prepared a handout detailing what you should have on your computer and how to check whether you have it. Go to http://urban.hunter.cuny.edu/%7Emkuechle/check_your_computer.html
A personal note: I have a physical disability.  My right ear is extremely sensitive to noise: loud noise most of all, but also noise coming steadily from my right side.  I sometimes do strange-looking things, like facing sideways to avoid noise, or covering my right ear.  When talking to me, please keep to my left.  Do not unwrap crinkly food wrappers in class.  If you are coughing or sneezing, I may ask you to change your seat.  Please don't take it personally.  Listening is hard in a room with noise coming from several directions, so I ask that you not ask me questions right after class.  Come to see me in my office.  (I am not hard of hearing.  Talking louder may make it worse.)  Thanks for your consideration.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.  Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty.  The college is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures. (Hunter College Senate Resolution, May 11, 2005)


Academic dishonesty is prohibited and punishable by a variety of penalties, including failing grades, notation on a student's record, suspension, and expulsion. It should be noted that plagiarism detection services are available for use by faculty.


Do not plagiarize.  Any words or ideas that come from other sources must be properly credited.  Documentation has at least three purposes: to give credit where it is due, as evidence which a reader can go and check, and to suggest sources of further information.  If you use information or ideas from someone else in your paper, the sources must be cited even when they are not quoted directly.  Failure to cite sources constitutes plagiarism and it is wrong whether it is intentional or unintentional.  Submission of a paper which presents someone else's work as your own will be grounds for failure.  Definitions and examples of academic dishonesty can be found in the Hunter College Undergraduate Catalog (2004-07) on page 251. The catalog is online at http://registrar.hunter.cuny.edu/subpages/undercatalog04_07quickdownload.shtml 


See also "Avoiding Plagiarism: When and What to Cite" in the Guide to Writing Sociology Papers, 5th ed., 38-43 (coursepack). 

REQUIRED BOOKS: 

Dyer, War: The Lethal Custom (Carroll and Graf, 2004 or Basic Books, 2005)


Keegan, The Face of Battle

Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front (Ballantine edition)


Packet of readings for sale at Shakespeare’s

Note on editions: The Ballantine edition of All Quiet on the Western Front is the cheapest of several editions in print.  Everyone must get this edition so that when we discuss it in class we are all on the same page (literally).


War: The Lethal Custom is a new edition of an earlier book with a similar title, but the two are very different and you must get the new edition.

SYLLABUS (all readings are required)

1. Introduction


Ambrose, Band of Brothers, 89-107


Broyles, Why Men Love War.  Esquire, November 1984.  http://www.wsu.edu/~hughesc/why_men_love_war.htm

Fogarty, War, Peace, and the Social Order 1-24 


Hedges, War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning 1-17 http://www.coldtype.net/Assets/pdfs/Hedgesbook.pdf

Styron, Rat Beach.  New Yorker, July 30, 2009, 62-68. http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/features/2009/07/20/090720fi_fiction_styron?currentPage=all
2. The Combat Experience


Dyer, War: The Lethal Custom, 3-27, 241-85


Hauser, "The Will to Fight," in Sarkesian, Combat Effectiveness: Cohesion, Stress, and the Volunteer Military, 186-95, 203-06


Heinl, The Collapse of the Armed Forces.  Armed Forces Journal, 7 June 1971 http://www.indybay.org/olduploads/heinl-collapse.pdf

Keegan, The Face of Battle chapters 1, 4


MacCoun et al., Does Social Cohesion Determine Motivation in Combat? An Old Question with an Old Answer. Armed Forces & Society 32 No. 4 (July, 2006), 646-54.


Wong, Why They Fight: Combat Motivation in the Iraq War http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/Pubs/display.cfm?pubID=179
3. Training to Kill


Baum, The Price of Valor.  The New Yorker, July 12, 2004


Bilton and Sim, My Lai: A Half-Told Story.  London Sunday Times Magazine April 23, 1989.  http://www.chss.montclair.edu/English/furr/Vietnam/mylailondontimesmag89.pdf

Dyer, War: The Lethal Custom, 29-62


Friedman, Interview on Frontline documentary The Soldier's Heart, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heart/interviews/friedman.html 


(recommended: the documentary can be viewed on line: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heart/) 


Glover, Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century, 58-63


Kelman and Hamilton, The My Lai Massacre: A Military Crime of Obedience, in Crimes of Obedience, 1-22

Recommended: Gladwell, Getting Over It. The New Yorker, November 8, 2004, 75.


Kilner, Military leaders' obligation to justify killing in war. Military Review, 82, No. 2, (March-April 2002), 24-31. 

4. War in History


Dyer, War: The Lethal Custom, 193-240


Keegan, The Face of Battle chapters 2, 3


Glanz, Historians Reassess Battle of Agincourt.  New York Times, October 24, 2009

5. How Wars Make States


Dyer, War: The Lethal Custom, 347-370 


Porter, War and the Rise of the State, 1-23, 279-291


Tilly, Coercion, Capital, and European States AD 990-1992, 28-31, 67-95

6. Insurgency


Dyer, War: The Lethal Custom, 370-416


Hammond, Popular Education in the Salvadoran Guerrilla Army. Human Organization, 55, No. 4 (Winter, 1996), 436-45


Horne, A Savage War of Peace, 172-174


Race, Jeffrey.  1970.   How They Won.  Asian Survey 10, No. 8 (August), 628-650.


Record, Jeffrey.  Why the Strong Lose.  Parameters, 35, No. 4 (Winter 2005-2006), 16-31.

7. Counterinsurgency and the Strategy Debate


U.S. Army/Marine Corps Counterinsurgency Field Manual, chapters 1-2.  University of Chicago Press or free download (http://www.fas.org/irp/doddir/army/fm3-24.pdf).  


Sewall, Introduction to Counterinsurgency Field Manual (University of Chicago edition, xxi-xliii; also on Blackboard).


John Nagl (coauthor of counterinsurgency manual) on Jon Stewart http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/thu-august-23-2007/lt--col--john-nagl



Holmes, Strategy? What Strategy?  The Daily Beast, September 29, 2009
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2009-09-29/strategy-what-strategy/full/


Roxborough, Counterinsurgency.  Contexts 6, No. 2 (Spring, 2007), 15-21.


For a one-minute soldier's-eye view of counterinsurgency, see Baghdad - Oct 8, 2007.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkifca3PyFg
Recommended: Fick and Nagl, Counterinsurgency Manual, Afghanistan Edition.  foreign Policy, January-February 2009.  http://standupcongress.org/downloads/4754fick_&_nagl_-_counterinsurgency_field_maual_afghanistan_edition.pdf



Gentile, Eating Soup With a Spoon. Armed Forces Journal, Sept. 27, 2007, 

http://www.armedforcesjournal.com/2007/09/2786780

Scahill, Bush's Shadow Army.  The Nation (New York), April 2, 2007, 11-19.


Scahill, Blackwater: Shadow Army on Youtube [4 minutes]): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqM4tKPDlR8

Scott, McCone, and Mastroianni.  The Deployment Experiences of Ft. Carson's Soldiers in Iraq. Armed Forces & Society, 35 (April 2009): 460-476.

8. War and Literature


Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front 


poems to be distributed

9. The War at Home 1: Government and Opposition


Eisenhower, The Military Industrial Complex http://coursesa.matrix.msu.edu/~hst306/documents/indust.html



Fogarty, War, Peace, and the Social Order 81-106


Gettleman et al., "The Movement Against the War," in Vietnam and America: A Documentary History 291-97.


Johnson, The Pentagon Strangles Our Economy.  Le Monde diplomatique, April 26, 2008.  http://www.alternet.org/story/83555/

Stone, Civil Liberties in Wartime.  Journal of Supreme Court History 28, No. 3 (2003), 215-51


Yglesias , The Coming Military Spending Surge.  American Prospect website, October 16, 2008. http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=the_coming_military_spending_surge
10. The War at Home 2: Daily Life


Ambrose, Americans at War, "The War on the Home Front," 175-190


Leff, The politics of sacrifice on the American home front in World War II.  Journal of American History 77 No. 4 (March, 1991), 1296-1318


Lingeman, Don't You Know There's a War On? 291-305 


Ritea, Going It Alone. American Journalism Review, August/September 2004.  http://www.ajr.org/article_printable.asp?id=3725 (for the whole depressing story, see Bill Moyers' Journal, Buying the War http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/btw/watch.html)


Schechter, Selling the Iraq War. In War, Media and Propaganda: A Global Perspective, ed. Kamalipour and Snow, 25-32

11. War and Gender


Clemmitt, Women in the Military: Should combat roles be fully opened to women? CQ Researcher, November 13, 2009  Volume 19, Issue 40.  http://library.cqpress.com.proxy.wexler.hunter.cuny.edu/cqresearcher/getpdf.php?file=cqr20091113C.pdf (requires HC login)


Firestone and Harris, Sexual Harassment in the U.S. Military:  Individualized and Environmental Contexts.  Armed Forces and Society, 21 (1994), 25-43. 


Fukuyama, Women and the Evolution of World Politics.  Foreign Affairs 77 (September-October 1998), 24-40.


Pollitt, Father Knows Best [reply to Fukuyama].  Foreign Affairs September-October 1998. [there are several other responses to Fukuyama in the same issue, all short and all worth reading.] www.foreignaffairs.org 


Simons, Women in Combat Units: It's Still a Bad Idea.  Parameters, 31, No. 2 (Summer 2001), 89-100.


Webb, The War on the Military Culture.  Weekly Standard 2 (January 20, 1997), 17-

12. Recruitment issues in US Armed Services: Race, sexual orientation, All Volunteer Force


Bacevich, Andrew F.  2005.  Who's Bearing the Burden? Commonweal, 132, No. 13 (July 15, 2005), 13-15


Katel, Gays in the Military.  CQ Researcher, 19, No. 32 (September 18, 2009). http://library.cqpress.com.proxy.wexler.hunter.cuny.edu/cqresearcher/getpdf.php?file=cqr20090918C.pdf (requires HC login)


Kier, Homosexuals in the U.S. Military: Open Integration and Combat Effectiveness.  International Security, 23, No. 2 (Autumn, 1998), 5-39.


Klinkner, The Unsteady March 1-9


Moskos, The Army's racial success story. How Do They Do It?  New Republic, 205 No. 6 (August 5, 1991), 16-19.


Moskos, Reviving the citizen-soldier.  Public Interest, 147 (Spring, 2002) 76-85.

13. Laws of war: war crimes


Danner, "Abu Ghraib: The Hidden Story."  New York Review of Books (October 7, 2004) http://www.nybooks.com/articles/17430

Dinstein, Human Rights in Armed Conflict: International Humanitarian Law.  Pp. 345-68 in Meron, ed., Human Rights in International Law: Legal and Policy Issues.  Assigned pp. 345-62


Glover, Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century, 47-57, 64-79 


Guttmann and Rieff, Crimes of War: read the following articles: Civilian immunity, Collateral damage, Humanitarian intervention, Jus ad bellum/jus in bello, Just and unjust war, Sexual violence: rape http://www.crimesofwar.org/thebook/book.html

Scarry, Rules of Engagement: Why Military Honor Matters.  Boston Review November/December 2006 http://www.bostonreview.net/BR31.6/scarry.html



Counterinsurgency Manual, chapter 7, pp. 5-10 (online edition); 244-53 (Chicago edition)

14. The future of war


Boyer, "Downfall."  New Yorker November 20, 2006, 56-65.


Dyer, War: The Lethal Custom 417-46


Keegan, The Face of Battle chapter 5


Krepinevich, "The Unfinished Revolution in Military Affairs."  Issues in Science & Technology, 19, No. 4 (Summer, 2003), 65-7.


Luttwak, Toward Post-Heroic Warfare. Foreign Affairs 74, No. 3 (Spring, 1995), 109-22. 






